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American Government Class Notes 
 

These notes were prepared by Tom Beard for American History & Pre-AP American History classes in Orange 
County Florida. The information in these notes are NOT original to Mr. Beard but are his summaries of 
classroom textbooks, workshops, web-sites, readings, television and other forms of research that include but are 
not limited to Magruder’s American Government by William A. McClenaghan, The Complete Idiot’s Guide to 
American History by Alan Axelrod, History of a Free Nation by Bragdon, McCutchen & Richie, Lies Across 
America & Lies My Teacher Told Me by James Loewen, and History in the Making by Kyle Ward 
 

These notes are not set in stone but are instead Mr. Beard’s interpretations of information he has gathered and 
continues to gather in his instruction of the subject area.  
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Review 
 
I.  Colonization 

a. Spanish: 
i. Conquistadors – Spanish conquerors in Central and South America 

ii.  Established St. Augustine 
iii.  Named Florida 

b. Dutch: 
i. Took the spice trade from the Portuguese 

ii.  Establish New Amsterdam (New York) 
c. English: 

i. Established Jamestown & Plymouth 
ii.  Colonies: 

1. New England – Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire 

2. Middle Colonies – Delaware, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
3. Southern Colonies – Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Georgia 
iii.  New England & Middle Colonies – Utilized industry & shipping 
iv. Middle & Southern Colonies – Utilized agriculture 
v. Colony Creation: 

1. Economic Opportunity 
2. Religious Freedom 

vi. Killed countless Native Americans due to want of new lands & disease 
d. French: 

i. Established New Orleans & Quebec 
 

II.  Revolution 
a. Causes: 

i. British taxation, British troops, self-determination, French-Indian War 
b. Battles in the North 

i. Concorde, Lexington, Princeton, Ticonderoga, Philadelphia, Saratoga 
c. Battles in the South 

i. Charleston, Cowpens, Yorktown 
d. End of war 

i. Brits at home wanted to end the war, Colonial Victories, Too expensive 
ii.  Treaty of Paris in 1783 … official end of hostilities 

e. Events: 
i. Boston Tea Party 

ii.  Boston Massacre 
 
III.  Documents of Self-Determination 

a. Declaration of Independence – Official separation from Great Britain, not the 
birthday of the United States!!! 
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b. Articles of Confederation – First attempted federal government of the former 
colonies.  

i. Not successful, no power to tax 
c. Constitution – Oldest, active government in the world today. Established divided and 

balanced power through three branches of government in a federal system. 
i. Federalist – Supported strong national government 

ii.  Anti-Federalist – Supported strong state government 
d. Bill of Rights – 1st ten Amendment to the Constitution, included to gain support of 

the Anti-federalists 
 

IV.  Washington & Adams 
a. Washington - Was a member of no political party, set the precedent of two terms, 

established a cabinet 
b. Adams – Was a Federalist (gone by 1810), good man not good politician 

 
V. Jefferson 

a. Election of 1800 – First time in modern history that a government was replaced with 
no violence. 

i. Congress voted 36 times to select Jefferson over Burr as President 
b. Louisiana Purchase – Napoleon needed money for war and wanted to punish the 

British so he sold the French claim to America. 
i. Lewis & Clark – Sent to explore the new lands of the west 

c. Judicial Review – Power of the court to declare an act unconstitutional 
i. John Marshall was chief justice that established this rule 

 
VI.  War of 1812 

a. The Great Lakes –The attempted conquest of Canada,  
b. Baltimore/D.C.- British invasion, burned D.C.,  

i. Francis Scott Key – Wrote National Anthem  
c. New Orleans – Final Battle of the war, took place two weeks after peace treaty was 

signed 
i. Andrew Jackson and mix of pirates, freed men and militia defeated British 

 
VII.  Age of Jackson 

a. Jacksonian Democracy – Jackson seized power from the states and Congress to 
become the true power of the United States government. 

i. Established the Spoils System 
b. Trail of Tears –Jackson forced all Native Americans east of the Mississippi to move 

to the Indian Territory. 
i. Cherokees sued and the Supreme Court agreed that they didn’t have to move. 

ii.  Jackson still forced the move. 
c. Political Crisis – South Carolina tried to nullify a federal tax, Jackson was willing to 

send in troops to stop this … S.C. backed down. 
d. War on the Banks – The national bank was new and not trusted, Jackson wanted to 

end it despite Congressional approval. 
i. Jackson ended the national bank and sent the money to several state banks. 
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VIII.  Reform 
a. Equality of Rights-1st Industrial Revolution brings prosperity to the North; first 

unions were formed, technology saw the creation of the Cotton Gin,  
b. Social Change 
c. Whig Party – In reaction to the Democrats but led nation for some time 

 
IX.  Civil War 

a. Causes – States Rights, Election of Lincoln & Slavery 
b. Emancipation Proclamation – Ended slavery in the states in rebellion 
c. Battles in the East – Fort Sumter, Battle of Bull Run, Gettysburg, Sherman’s March 

to the Sea, Court House at Appomattox  
d. Battles in the West – Vicksburg, Chattanooga, Atlanta 
e. End of the war – Army of Virginia surrenders 

i. Southerners were allowed to go home 
ii.  Southern officers were allowed to keep their horses and side arms 

iii.  Southerners had to declare allegiance to the United States 
 

X. Presidents 
a. Washington: 1789-1797, No political party 
b. Adams: 1797-1801, Federalists 
c. Jefferson: 1801-1809, Jeffersonian Republican 
d. Madison: 1809-1817, Jeffersonian Republican 
e. Monroe: 1817-1825, Jeffersonian Republican 
f. Quincy Adams: 1825-1829, Jeffersonian Republican 
g. Jackson: 1829-1837, Democrat 
h. Van Buren: 1837-1841, Democrat 
i. Harrison: 1841, Whig 
j. Tyler: 1841-1845, Whig 
k. Polk: 1845-1849, Democrat 
l. Taylor: 1849-1850, Whig 
m. Fillmore: 1850-1853, Whig 
n. Pierce: 1853-1857, Democrat 
o. Buchanan: 1857-1861, Democrat 
p. Lincoln: 1861-1865, Republican 
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Unit I 
Reconstruction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 | P a g e  T h i s  i s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o p e r t y  o f  T o m  B e a r d 
 

Reconstruction 
 

I.  Reconstruction – Period of time between 1865-1877 where the federal government 
carried out a program to repair the damage of the south and restore the southern states 
into the union. 
a. Often soldiers arrived home to destroyed homes and devastated cities. 
b. More than 500,000 people were killed 
c. 4 million freed slaves, many homeless, jobless and hungry. 
d. $3 billion of lost slave labor plus the federal government seizing $100 million 

worth of property and cotton. 
e. Poor white families moving west to find jobs. 
f. What to do with the southern army and resisters. 

 

II.  Lincoln’s Plan: 
a. Offer a pardon to any confederate who pledges their allegiance to the U.S. 
b. Denied pardon to confederate military who killed African American prisoners 
c. Each state could hold a convention to create a new state constitution only after 

10% of the state’s population have sworn allegiance 
 

III.  Johnson’s Plan: 
a. Offer a pardon to confederate soldiers who pledge allegiance to the U.S. 
b. Allowed state to hold conventions 
c. Southern state were required to void succession, abolish slavery and repudiate the 

confederate debt 
d. State elections 

 

IV.  What was freedom like for former slaves: 
a. Free to move wherever they liked 
b. Free to won and work land 
c. Free to worship 
d. Free to learn 

 

V. Freedmen’s Bureau – Was established to supply clothing, medical supplies and meals to 
former slaves and white war refugees. 

 
VI.  Southern Response – Southern states responded to Reconstruction with the Black Codes 

or laws to limit the rights of former slaves. 
a. Curfews 
b. Vagrancy Laws 
c. Labor contracts 
d. Land Restrictions 
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VII.  Radical Republicans – felt Reconstruction was not doing enough to protect the 
rights of former slaves or to punish the south for succession. 
a. These guys were small but very powerful and effective. 
b. They had the Reconstruction Act of 1867 passed. It included: 

i. Put south under military rule 
ii.  Demanded new elections and new state constitutions 
iii.  Required all male voters to be allowed to vote 
iv. Took away the right to vote from any supporter of the confederacy 
v. Required states to ratify the 14th amendment 

vi. Required state to guarantee equal protection for all its citizens 
 

VIII.   President Johnson Impeached!!!! 
a. Johnson was pitted against the Radical Republicans 
b. Congress passed the Tenure of Office Act, limiting the president’s rights to hire 

and fire government officials. 
c. Johnson fired his Secretary of War (A friend to the Radical Republicans) without 

the required Senate approval 
d. Congress impeached President Johnson for this act 
e. He avoided removal from office by 1 vote! 

 
IX.  Republican South: 

a. Scalawags - White, Southern Republicans 
b. Carpetbaggers – Northerners coming down to the south to make a buck! 
c. Creation of the Ku Klux Klan 

 
X.  Farming Changes – The plantations are gone so how were crops grown? 

a. Sharecropping – Former slaves or poor whites that lived and cultivated on 
someone’s land in exchange for ½ of the yield at harvest time. 

i. The landowner would cover all costs until harvest time. 
1. Often the debt was more than the profit brought in by the harvest. 

b. Tenant – Farmers that paid to rent the land where they cultivated crops. 
c. Economic Changes: 

i. Change in labor force 
ii.  Emphasis on cash crops 
iii.  Cycle of debt 
iv. Rise of merchants 

 
XI.   City Changes – After visiting cities of the North, Southerners built a New South. 

a. Industry came to the south, although limited 
b. Railroads were repaired or replaced 
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XII.   Who funded Reconstruction? 
a. Promotion of business and support from state legislatures through heavy taxes 

i. Rebuilding the infrastructure 
ii.  Public education 
iii.  Corruption 

 
XIII.   Reconstruction Ends 

a. Reconstruction was a dying issue 
b. The Court limited the scope of the Civil War Amendments 
c. The Presidential election of 1876 had conflicted results. 

i. The parties agreed to allow the Republican to become president as long as 
all federal troops were removed from southern states 
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Civil War Amendments 
 
 

I.  Civil War: 
a. Lasted from 1861 – 1865 
b. Slavery continued to be the major issue of the war. 
c. Emancipation Proclamation – Freed the slaves, but only in the states in rebellion. 

i. These were the 11 states that had separated from the Union. 
 

II.  13th Amendment 
a. Official end of slavery across the united states 
b. The U.S. became the last industrial nation to outlaw slavery 

 
III.  14th Amendment 

a. Made all former slaves citizens of the United States and the state which they were 
born. 

i. This included all Americans 
b. Due Process Clause - "life, liberty or property, without due process of law"  

i. This amendment has been used to apply the protections of the Constitution 
to potential violations of state and local governments. 

c. Equal Protection Clause - "deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of its laws.”\ 

i. This has been used to protect all residents with the laws of the United 
States 

 
IV.  15th Amendment 

a. The right to vote could not be denied based on color or previous servitude. 
i. This gave former male slaves the right to vote 

ii.  Women did not get the right to vote for another 60 years 
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Unit II 
Opening the West 
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Plains Indians 
 

I.  Nomadic Life Ends 
a. When Europeans first reached the Great Plains there estimated to be 12 to 15 

million Native Americans living there. 
b. These first Americans were nomadic, meaning they followed the great herds of 

American Bison as a source of food and other tools. 
i. With the introduction of the horse the Plains Indians became better hunters 

and allowed groups to settle down to specific hunting areas. 
ii.  Many groups were friendly with hunting alliances while others did not. 

 
II.  Railroads Open the West 

a. The Transcontinental Railroad line was completed in 1869. 
i. This took place at Promontory Point, Utah. 

ii.  Irish immigrants were used in the east, Chinese immigrants in the west. 
iii.  This opened the west to European influences, good and bad. 

1. Nomadic lifestyles of Plains Indians ended. 
2. Herds of American Bison were slaughtered for sport 

a. By 1886 only a few hundred were still alive. 
 

III.  Plains Wars 
a. To protect their way of life the Plains Indians fought back. 
b. American forces used whatever methods were required to round up Native 

Americans and place them on Reservations. 
i. Early 1860’s in Colorado … The Arapaho & Cheyenne were forced off 

land promised to be theirs forever. When the Cheyenne chief attempted to 
surrender he, along with other men, women and children, was killed. 

ii.  1862 in Minnesota … The Sioux were forced to reservations because gold 
was found on their land. 

iii.  1867 U.S. government met with the leaders of several nations to end the 
constant warfare. 

1. The nations of the Comanches, the Kiowas, Cheyenne & Arapaho 
agreed to move to reservations in the Indian Territory of Oklahoma 
& Dakota. 

iv. 1874 … more gold was discovered in the Dakota Territory and miners 
flooded in to dig it up. 

1. Sioux chiefs Sitting Bull & Crazy Horse fought the miners and 
eventually the cavalry, led by George Custer, at the Battle of Little 
Big Horn, Utah. 
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2. The Sioux were victorious but it was only temporary … by 1877 
they surrendered to the military once and for all. 

v. 1877 … to avoid capture Chief Joseph of the Nez Pierce marched his 
people 1500 miles. 

vi. 1890 at Wounded Knee, South Dakota … 190 innocent and unarmed 
Native Americans were killed. 

c. Dawes Act – Ended the Native American Nations. 
i. Gave each family 160 acres of land. 

ii.  After 25 years the Native Americans were granted land ownership and 
American Citizenship. 

iii.  138 million acres were set aside for these nations but by 1943 almost 86 
million were taken back by real estate speculators and dishonest 
government agents. 
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Movement West 
 

I.  Ranching  
a. The Cattle Business we know today was first introduced in Spanish Texas 

i. The style of dress 
ii.  H, the equipment used & the style of “cowboys” were all Spanish in 

origin. 
b. Maverick or unbranded cattle, numbers grew in the 1850’s to almost 4 million in 

Texas alone. 
i. These cattle were rounded up and the long drive was created to move the 

cattle herds towards northern cities were railroads existed. 
ii.  From here the cattle could be taken to slaughter houses throughout the 

nation. 
c. Cattle Towns popped up with lively exaggerations of the myths of the “wild 

west.” 
d. Much wealth was gained from this driving of free range cattle but it soon came to 

an end with over population, drought and human population expansion. 
 

II.  Mining 
a. GOLD … was discovered in California in 1849. 
b. Between 1850 & 1877 gold, silver & copper was discovered throughout the west. 
c. Mining Towns popped up. 

i. These were tent towns full of gambling, prostitution and saloons. 
ii.  Law enforcement via vigilante committees was established. 

 
III.  Farming 

a. Homestead Act – In an effort to have American families move west Congress 
passed this law which sold 160acres of land for $10 in exchange for the owners 
living there for 5 years. 

i. In theory this was a great idea, in practice … not so much! 
1. Land speculators exaggerated the truth to gain control of the land. 

b. Farming the Great Plains was full of technological issues and thus inventions 
were required. 

i. The steel plow was used to cut through the dry dirt. 
ii.  The Iron drilling well made it possible to drill down 300 feet to find 

irrigation water. 
iii.  Steam driven machines made it easier to harvest crops. 
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c. Railroad companies “persuaded” immigration bureaus throughout Europe to have 
immigrants settle in towns along the railroad routes. 

i. Land obtained with the Homestead Act was sold for 8 to 11 thousand 
dollars. 

d. Sod Houses Reality: 
i. The climate was harsh 

1. 100 degree summers and blizzard winters 
2. Prairie fires and swarms of grasshoppers 
3. Drought  

e. Small farms found success until they were replaced with large farms requiring 
large expenses and money from back east. 

f. Farming towns popped up and when financially able built churches, schools and 
with the Morrill Act, Universities. 

g. By 1890 people were no longer moving to the farms but back to the cities for 
more opportunity. 
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Unit III 
Industrial Revolution 
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Industrial Revolution 
 

I.  Growth 
a. American industry doubled every 12 to 14 years from 1865 to 1900. 
b. This allowed the United States to pass Great Britain as the world’s industrial 

leader. 
 

II.  Resources 
a. The U.S. possessed abundant amounts coal, iron ore and petroleum … the raw 

materials for this growth. 
b. The U.S. population doubled during these years as well as immigration continued 

to rise and all these people needed employment. 
i. This competition allowed wages to stay low. 

ii.  Also allowed for abuses on the workers 
 

III.  Public Policy & Investment 
a. U.S. policy was to stay out of business allowing it to grow, often at the expense of 

the workers, environment and in some cases customers. 
i. Congress was persuaded to write laws that benefit industry. 

b. American culture saw the act of gaining wealth as well intentioned and a push for 
more material goods was realized. 
 

IV.  Science & Technology 
a. 1868, the typewriter was invented by C. Latham Sholes. 
b. 1876, the first telephone was invented by Alexander Bell a Scottish immigrant. 
c. Thomas Edison took these and other inventions and improved on them. 

i. He altered the typewriter making it faster to type than write. 
ii.  He developed an inexpensive way to keep a light bulb working for more 

than a few minutes. 
iii.  He did invent the phonograph. 

d. Canned food was used more and more. 
e. Standardization of sizes with clothes and shoes were applied. 
f. Steelmaking was improved. 
g. The airbrake was invented. 

 
V. Railroads 

a. At the end of the Civil War there was 35,000 miles of track throughout the United 
States. 

b. By 1900 that had risen to almost 200,000 miles. 
c. Railroads tracks were standardized and large amounts of products were 

transported over great distances. 
i. The freezer car was invented to transport slaughtered beef. 

d. Railroad companies were consolidated and time schedules were created. 
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Big Business 
 

I.  Corporation – A company formed by a group of investors who each receive a share of 
ownership in proportion to the amount of money they invested. 
a. Holding Company – companies that were created to own other companies. 
b. Trust – when several companies gave control of themselves to a board of trustees. 
c. Consolidation – some companies consolidated into like businesses or businesses 

that were different but similar. 
II.  Railroads were the first Big Business 

a. Meat Packing was second Big Business 
i. Refrigerated box cars for railroads allowed meat to be slaughtered in one 

city and delivered around the country. 
III.  Captains of Industry 

a. John D. Rockefeller – head of Standard Oil.  
i. Refined oil into products people could use 

ii.  Utilized rebates as a way to generate business. 
1. This was Standard Oil promising all its business to one rail road 

company if they were given 25% to 50% discount. 
 

b. Andrew Carnegie – leader of steel production throughout the world. 
i. Earned $25 million a year while his employees earned just over $500. 

ii.  Justified this as Social Darwinism, survival of the economic fittest. 
c. Cornelius Vanderbilt - American entrepreneur who built his wealth in shipping 

and railroads and was the patriarch of the Vanderbilt family. 
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The Common Man 
 

I.  During the 1890’s 
a. Annual salary was between $400 and $500. 
b. Cost of living for a home was $600 a year. 

 
II.  Company Towns 

a. There were towns run by the company employees 
worked for. 

b. Food, fuel, rent and medicine all came from the 
company. 

c. If an employee could no longer work they were 
forced out of the company town.  

d. Employees paid with company script. 
i. This was company money that could only 

be used in the company store. 
 

III.  Family 
a. Upon reaching “school Age” many children choose 

to go to work, not school. 
i. 1885, New Jersey had 340,000 potential 

students … 90,000 went to work.  
b. Employees had to always worry about being laid 

off or fired. 
 
 
 

IV.  Unions 
a. As retaliation to the company controlling the work 

environment many employees attempted to create unions. 
i. Unions often went on strike & picketed. 

ii.  Anyone who crossed the picket line was called a 
scab. 

b. Company owners fought back with the hiring of thugs to 
break up the strikes 

 
V. City Life 

a. Those not living in company towns often lived in the cities 
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b. Over-Crowding was everywhere 
i. There was a shortage of police and fire fighters 

ii.  City water was impure and often clogged 
iii.  Garbage collection was sporadic 
iv. Open spaces were used as dumps or left vacant 
v. The air was full of smoke 

vi. The river water was polluted 
vii.  Gangs & violence were everywhere 

c. To improve city life people attempted to design cities better 
i. 1876 … 80 cities across the U.S. had telephone exchanges 

ii.  1880’s … Statue of Liberty was erected 
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Immigration Changes 
 

I.  Originally 
a. Original 13 colonies were mostly settled by English immigrants 
b. Others came from Sweden, Germany, Holland, France, Ireland and Scotland. 

 
II.  Old Immigration 

a. Period of time from 1830 to 1860 
b. Due to the Irish potato famine 1.5 million people emigrated from Ireland. 
c. Due to the German Revolution large numbers of Germans emigrated to the mid-

west. 
i. Some emigrated for religious freedoms 

d. Due to the Gold Rush large numbers of Chinese immigrated to the west coast. 
e. By the 1850’s immigrants weren’t freely accepted. 

i. The Chinese and Irish were seen as threats and as being different. 
 

III.  New Immigration 
a. Period of time from 1860 to 1920 
b. This time period saw immigrants come from new countries in Southern and 

Eastern Europe. 
i. They came for the same reasons … opportunity & freedom. 

c. Once here homogenous groups settled together in cities around the country. 
i. Little Italy, China Town, Lower East Side. 

d. Because these immigrants lived together keeping their same customs, languages 
and traditions they were not trusted and often blamed for decreases in wages or a 
rise in unemployment. 

e. Groups were created to stop the continued immigration into the United States. 
i. The American Protective Association was upset about all the Catholics. 

ii.  By 1879 Congress made it illegal to import foreign workers. 
iii.  By 1882 Congress suspended all immigration from China. 
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Gilded Age 
 

I.  Gilded Age 
a. Term coined by Mark Twain & Charles Warner to signify the corrupt years of 

government. 
b. No longer were the best and brightest going into politics, they were going into 

business. 
 

II.  Political Machines 
a.  1840, U.S. had only 131 cities … by 1880, U.S. had 939. 
b. This rapid growth allowed for rapid criminal actions 

i. Inexperienced leaders often made lucrative deals with unscrupulous 
businessmen 

c. This is what enabled the birth of the political machine 
i. A party linked organization that maintained power through the control of 

votes, courts and police. 
d. This was also the beginning of lobbyist, those people who contact government 

officials in order to influence their voting 
i. Although illegal often bribes were made to gain votes 

 
III.  Good Government 

a. Civil Service – Those people that work for and help run the government 
i. These positions were often rewarded via patronage, that is given to 

unqualified supporters of an elected official 
ii.  This became known as the Spoils System and was first used under Jackson 

b.  Pendleton Act – Civil Service jobs were given only to qualified people 
i. These people could not be removed for political reasons 
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Culture 
 

I.  Education 
a. By 1900 all but 2 states outside of the south made kids go to school 

i. School years were lengthened 
ii.  Numbers of schools increased 
iii.  But the number of years kids received of formal education was 5 years 

b. University curricula were reformed to create something more practical for the 
U.S.  

c. Morrill Act  – gave public land to each state to create public universities 
i. Many states first established all makes college, then all female 

colleges 
d. Libraries were improved 

 
II.  Literature 

a. Writing styles differed after the Civil War 
i. Some writers wrote to remember the culture of the past 

1. This was often done in the south 
ii.  Some writer wrote in a more realistic manner about personal 

experiences 
b. Dime Novel – Improvements in paper and the printing press allowed for the 

mass production of paperback books 
c. Yellow Press – These improvements also allowed for the mass production of 

newspapers. 
i. Newspapers often exaggerated the true events of a story to get readers 

to buy their paper 
ii.  They often lied about events to create a stir 

 
III.  Art & Architecture 

a. Realism had become the style of choice during the Gilded Age 
b. Many American artist went to study and live elsewhere in the world 

i. They were often influenced by other styles like impressionism 
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IV.  Sports & Entertainment 
a. Technological advances allowed for many people to have more free time 
b. Sports were played 

i. Golf, croquet, lawn tennis, rowing, track & rugby 
ii.  Baseball – America’s sport 
iii.  The bicycle was invented and used A LOT! 

c. Entertainment: 
i. Circuses, vaudeville shows & opera 

ii.  Theaters, orchestra & museums 
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Populism 
 

I.  Greenbacks & Silver 
a. Inflation – When there is a rise in the number of dollars in circulation without a 

rise in the number of goods and services 
i. This causes the dollar to buy less … inflating prices 

b. Deflation – Is the opposite 
i. This causes the dollar to buy more 

c. From 1865 to 1900 we had deflation 
i. This caused prices to drop … good for consumer, bad for 

producer/manufacturer 
ii.  This was caused by the need to go on the gold standard 

1. To have our money backed by gold & silver  
d. Our Greenback (money) continued to deflate until the Bland-Allison Act 

i. This required the government to buy $2 to $4 million of silver a month 
and issue currency against it. 

ii.  This inflated prices 
 

II.  Populist 
a. Election of 1892 saw a third party that actually won some electoral votes 
b. The Populist Party was created out of two farmer organizations and at their 1892 

convention they established one of the first political party platforms 
i. The Omaha Platform – the agriculturalist position of the party was 

represented in its plans to rework the current economic system. 
c. They were supported west of the Missouri River and in the south by the 

“popocrats” … the Democrats who supported populist ideas 
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Other Reforms 
 

I.  Temperance 
a. Anti-Saloon League & Women’s Christian Temperance Movement did all they 

could against the evils of liquor! 
b. They were some of the first large scale organizations to target specific 

government actions 
 

II.  Women 
a. Women wanted the right to vote but were said to be represented by the male 

members of their family and do not need to vote. 
b. Susan B Anthony – (National Women’s Suffrage Association) persuaded a 

senator to propose a women’s suffrage amendment that was struck down several 
times over the next 40 years. 

c. On the state level there was more success: 
i. By 1900 almost half the states would let women vote on specific issues 

ii.  By 1900 four states had granted women the right to vote (Colorado, 
Wyoming, Utah & Idaho) 

d. During this “Industrial Revolution” almost 5 million women worked 14 hour days 
for less than $4 a week. 

i. Unions refused to accept women 
 

III.  Socialism 
a. Eugene V. Debs, believed the economic situation of this industrial revolution was 

wrong. 
i. We should not have the idle rich as well as the unemployed poor 

ii.  Organized the American Socialist Party 
b. Karl Marx, an author who wrote the Communist Manifesto and Das Kapital where 

he predicted: 
i. Capitalism would fail 

ii.  When workers took control of society we would have a classless one 
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Unit IV 
Imperialism 
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Empire Building 
 

I.  Imperialism 
a. The expansion of American technology & products created the need for new 

markets 
i. Imperialism – the policy of establishing colonies as new markets and a 

source of raw materials 
ii.  Isolationism – separation from political affairs of other countries 

II.  America’s 
a. By 1900 the United States had grown in include most of what we know the lower 

48 states to be. 
b. After the Civil War the U.S. sent 50,000 troops to the Texas/Mexico border in 

support of Mexican citizens who were fighting against a French attempted coup 
c. 1867, Alaska was purchased from Russia for $7.2 Billion by Secretary of State 

William Seward 
i. Became known as Seward’s Folly 

ii.  Largest state in the United States today 
d. Pan-American Union – an organization of the countries of the America’s to 

promote economic welfare 
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Spanish – American War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I.  1895 – Citizens of Cube revolted against their Spanish Governor. 
a. Unable to tell citizens from rebels the governor put men, women and children in 

re-concentration camps. 
i. More than 200,000 people died due to the poor conditions 

 
II.  Presidents Cleveland & McKinley 

a. American companies and citizens were furious about these camps. 
b. Cleveland remained neutral; McKinley offered to buy Cuba … Spain refused! 
c. Both Presidents were seen as weak by the American public. 

 
III.  The Press 

a. Newspaper printed story after story exaggerating the situation in Cuba in an 
attempt to sell more and more papers. 

i. This is referred to as Yellow Journalism. 
b. A letter written by the Spanish Ambassador calling McKinley weak was printed 

in papers. 
i. This ended any American support for Spain. 

 
IV.  The Maine 

a. February, 1898 – The American Battleship Maine (pictured above) exploded in 
Havana’s harbor. 

i. 260 crew members were killed. 
ii.  U.S. government declared this an attack, probably by a mine. 
iii.  Spain assured the U.S. that no mines are in or near the harbor. 

b. American press ran with this story reminding everyone to “Remember the 
Maine!!!!” 
 

V. War 
a. April, 1898 – U.S. declared war on Spain. 
b. With this declaration the U.S. promised to leave Cuba free to govern itself. 
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c. Secretary of State, John Hay, referred to this as a “Splendid Little War.” 
i. Theodore Roosevelt, under secretary of the Navy, ordered an American 

fleet in Hong Kong to attack the Spanish held territory in the Philippines. 
ii.  This was accomplished with ease and the U.S. took control of these 

islands. 
d. U.S. army consisted of 28,000 soldiers and 17,000 volunteers. 

i. Troops trained and sailed from Tampa with: 
1. Wool clothes left over from the Indian Wars. 
2. Out-of-date ammunition. 
3. Inedible meat. 
4. Almost no medical supplies. 

e. Roosevelt left the government to lead a group of volunteers called the Rough 
Riders. 

i. Credited with charging up San Juan Hill, making Roosevelt a military 
hero. 

ii.  No mentioned in the U.S. press was the support of the 10th Cavalry who 
were mostly African American soldiers. 
 

VI.  War was over 
a. August, 1898 the war was over. 

i. Spain surrendered the Philippines, Cuba, Guam and Puerto Rico. 
ii.  Cuba was freed immediately in exchange for land for a military base. 
iii.  The Philippines were freed after WWII in exchange for a military base. 
iv. Guam and Puerto Rico are still U.S. territories. 

1. People born in either territory are U.S. citizens and guaranteed all 
privileges as anyone born in one of the 50 states. 

b. The U.S. lost 5,000 lives in this war. 
i. Most due to disease and food poisoning. 
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The Pacific 
 

I.  Spanish American War 
a. Philippines served as American Base into China 

 
II.  Ha’waii 

a. American missionaries and traders visited since the late 1700’s 
b. Sugar and Pineapple growers soon followed 

i. American businesses controlled much of the Islands political scene 
c. Queen Liliuokalani came to power in 1891 

i. She was determined to return Ha’waiian control to her own people 
d. American businesses with the help of some Marines took control of the Ha’waiian 

government 
i. The American Minister to Ha’waii wrote the Department of state saying 

this was the time for the U.S to take Ha’waii 
ii.  President Cleveland disagreed and removed all U.S. troops from the 

islands 
iii.  He also tried to throw out the provisional government but failed. 

e. Ha’waii was not annexed until 18918 
 

III.  China 
a. Spheres of Influence – 99 years leases of Chinese ports 

i. Country in control was only country allowed to trade in port 
b. Open Door Policy -  established by U.S. Secretary of State to allow all countries 

to trade in all Spheres of Influence 
c. Boxer Rebellion – Secret Chinese society established to rid China of foreign 

influences 
i. It was defeated but only with the combination of many foreign 

governments 
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Panama Canal Zone 
 

I.  A Canal is needed 
a. To shorten the trip from the Pacific to Atlantic a canal was to be cut through some 

part of Central America 
b. A thin section of Central America that was part of Columbia was seen as the best 

place to make the canal a reality 
 

II.  U.S. Involvement 
a. 1901 … U.S. government offered $10 million and an annual rent of $250,000 to 

the Columbian government to build the canal and control a small strip of land on 
either side. 

i. The Columbian government felt the price was too low and refused 
b. U.S. government quietly supported a revolt among Columbian citizens living in 

the area that is Panama today. 
c. November 3rd to November 6th 1903 the Panamanian Revolt took place 

i. U.S. immediately recognized Panamanian independence 
d. U.S. was granted the right to build the canal and have a larger section of land on 

either side by the new Panamanian government. 
 

III.  Building the Canal 
a. The French, under Ferdinand de Lesseps, began construction on a sea-level canal 

through what was then Colombia's province of Panama 
b. Chief Engineer John Frank Stevens' primary achievement in Panama was in 

building the infrastructure necessary to complete the canal.  
i. He rebuilt the Panama Railway and devised a system for disposing of soil 

from the excavations by rail.  
ii.  He also built proper housing for canal workers and oversaw extensive 

sanitation and mosquito-control programs that eliminated yellow fever 
c. A significant investment was made in eliminating disease from the area, the 

causes of which had originally been theorized by Cuban physician/scientist Dr. 
Carlos Finlay in 1881 who had identified the mosquito 

d. The building of the canal was done by 1914 
 

IV.  The Panama Canal today 
a. Tolls for the canal are decided by the Panama Canal Authority and are based on 

vessel type, size, and the type of cargo carried 
b. For container ships, the toll is assessed per the ship's capacity expressed in 

twenty-foot equivalent units or TEUs, one TEU is the size of a container 
i.  Effective May 1, 2009, this toll is US$57.60 per TEU 

c. Passenger vessels in excess of 30,000 tons, known popularly as "cruise ships", 
pay a rate based on the number of "berths", that is, the number of passengers that 
can be accommodated in permanent beds. The per berth charge is: 

i. $80 for unoccupied berths  
ii.  $100 for occupied berths  
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d. In 1934 it was estimated that the maximum capacity of the canal would be around 
80 million tons per year  

i. Canal traffic in 2008 consisted of 309.6 million tons of shipping 
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Progressive Reforms 
 

I.  Progressive Movement 
a. Not a political movement or linked together by income, geography or social status 
b. They were an unorganized group of reformers who worked independently to solve 

specific social, economic or political problems 
i. Typically middle classed men & women  

ii.  They were priest & rabbis who promoted a new social gospel 
c. Used pragmatism to solve problems 
d. Began to question scientific fact  

 
II.  Cities: 

a. Inefficient city governments were replaced with city commissions and city 
managers. 

i. People learned cities were better run like a company. 
ii.  By 1915, more than 400 cities were run by a commission or manager. 

b. Even the cities that could not replace their mayors were influenced by these 
ideals. 
 

III.  State: 
a. Wisconsin led the way in state reforms. 

i. Direct Primary – a preliminary election in which voters select candidates 
for the general election. 

ii.  Initiative – allows the public to introduce legislation to be voted on. 
iii.  Recall – allows the public to remove an elected official from office by a 

special election. 
iv. Referendum – allows proposed laws to be given to public for a vote of 

approval. 
b. Tax breaks for companies were done away with. 

 
IV.  National: 

a. Established the Salvation Army & the Federal Children’s Bureau 
b. 16th Amendment (1913) – Established federal income tax. 
c. 17th Amendment (1917) – Defined that senators would now be elected by the 

general public. 
d. 18th Amendment (1919) – Established prohibition. 
e. 19th Amendment (1920) – Granted the right to vote to women. 

i. By 1914, only 11 states had granted this right.  
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V. Consumer:  
a. Consumers were not protected from products they were purchasing. 
b. Charles Hughes led the reform in this area, they included: 

i. Insurance companies being regulated 
ii.  Local zoning laws to regulate air, fire escapes and sanitation. 
iii.  Food and drug laws were first established. 

 
VI.  Worker: 

a. Injured workers often received no support from their companies or the law. 
b. Unions and reformers worked to have workers compensation programs begun. 

i. Inspection agencies were created. 
ii.  States passed laws limiting the amount of time a woman could work. 
iii.  The Supreme Court began to make decisions that would control social 

reform. 
 

VII.  Children: 
a. National Child Labor Committee to push for ending of child abuse in the work 

place. 
i. By 1914, all but one state set a minimum age for employment. 

ii.  Children’s Bureau was created. 
 

VIII.  Education: 
a. States required school aged students attend school. 
b. School year was lengthened to run from late summer to the early the next 

summer. 
i. Left summer harvest season open. 

ii.  Introduced classes like music & art. 
 

IX.  Private Sector: 
a. The Boy & Girl Scouts were established. 
b. Juvenile courts and reform schools were established. 
c. Planned Parenthood was founded by Margaret Sanger. 

i. This is a family planning agency. 
d. Alcohol was prohibited in almost ½ the nation. 

i. Alcohol was seen as a connection with crime and taking money away from 
the home. 
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White House Reformers 
 

I.  Roosevelt 
a. Became president when McKinley was assassinated. 

i. He was shot twice by an anarchist. 
ii.  Became the youngest president in American History. 

b. Earned the nickname of “Trustbuster.” 
i. These were the companies that held monopolies thus controlling pricing. 

c. Pushed Congress to write legislation to limit bug business. 
i. Congress passed Expedition Act – which gave anti-trust law suit 

precedence on circuit court dockets. 
ii.  Congress established the Department of Commerce to regulate interstate 

trade. 
d. Created first national park. 

i. He added enormously to the national forests in the West. 
ii.  Reserved lands for public use.  
iii.  Fostered great irrigation projects. 

e. Often quoted the proverb, “Walk softly but carry a big stick …” 
f. Assessment of Teddy: 

i. Said to have created “more noise than accomplishment.” 
ii.  He did restore the public’s faith in the Federal Government. 
iii.  Proposed the use of moderate reform, not socialism. 

 
II.  Taft 

a. Handpicked by Roosevelt to follow as President. 
b. Promoted the lowering of tariffs in hopes of helping the economy. 
c. Angered public with actions like: 

i. Support of a non-conservationist. 
ii.  Supported the Speaker of the House instead of the other way around.   

d. Made the public happy with actions like: 
i. Being a successful trust buster. 

ii.  Created a tariff board to investigate taxes. 
e. Assessment of Taft: 

i. His administration is remembered for its failures, not successes. 
 

III.  Roosevelt (again) 
a. Tried to stay retired and out of politics.  
b. Was upset, like other Republicans, with direction Taft was taking the country. 

i. Allied with these Republicans to form the Progressives Political Party 
(also known as the Bull-Moose Party). 
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ii.  Promoted radical reforms like: 
1. Worker compensation. 
2. Protection of women and children. 
3. Supreme Court decisions could be overturned by a public vote. 

 
IV.  Election of 1912 

a. Candidates: 
i. Republicans nominated Taft. 

ii.  Democrats nominated Wilson. 
iii.  Progressives nominated Roosevelt. 

b. With the split of the Republican Party the Democratic candidate was successful in 
being elected. 

i. Wilson had less popular votes but carried the Electoral College. 
ii.  This was the first time in 20 years that a Democrat was elected President  
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Wilson’s Progressivism 
 

I.  Wilson: 
a. Like Roosevelt, Wilson wanted reform. 
b. Was supported by most Democrats in Congress. 
c. Promoted the Underwood Tariff. 

i. Lowered Tariffs. 
ii.  Collection of federal income taxes. 
iii.  Opening the American Market to free trade with foreign countries. 

 
II.  Successes: 

a. Created the Federal Reserve 
i. 12 federal banks spread throughout 

the nation. 
ii.  Banks were privately owned but 

overseen by the federal government. 
iii.  Controlled the amount of money in 

circulation. 
iv. Referred to as the FED. 
v. Spread the wealth of the nation. 

b. Regulated trusts 
i. Thought trusts were the devils work. 

ii.  Also asked Congress to pass laws to 
 limit trusts & big business 

1. Congress created the Federal Trade Commission. 
c. Outlawed Price Cutting – the selling of a product for less than what it cost, for the 

purpose of putting a competitor out of business. 
d. Outlawed interlocking directories – where the same people were the heads of 

many companies. 
 

III.  Failures: 
a. Brought Jim Crow to Washington, D.C. – this is segregation. 

i. Required separate bathrooms and water fountains in federal buildings. 
ii.  Assigned jobs based on color. 
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Unit V 
World War I 
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Prelude to War 
 

I.  Causes: 

a. Industrialization 
b. Nationalization 
c. Colonialization 

 
II.  What happened? 

a. 1908, Austria-Hungry annexed Bosnia & Herzegovina. 
b. Serbia felt this action was to stop the creation of a Slavic nation and looked to 

Russia (a Slavic nation) for support. 
c. This and instability throughout Europe led to an arms race and alliances being 

formed. 
i. Triple Alliance – Germany, Italy & Austria-Hungary. 

1. Also called the Central Powers 
ii.  Triple Entente – Russia, France & Great Britain. 

 
III.  The Assassination 

a. June 1914, Archduke Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary visits Serbia where a 
Bosnian assassin shoots and kills him 

i. Serbia was blamed for the assassination as cause for an invasion. 
b. Late June, Austria-Hungary, with German pressure, declares war on Serbia. 

i. Russia comes to the aid of Serbia. 
ii.  Germany comes to the aid of Austria-Hungary. 
iii.  France comes to the aid of Russia. 
iv. Italy comes to the aid of Germany. 
v. Great Britain comes to the aid of France. 

c. The “War to End All Wars” had begun with the two sides (Triple Alliance & 
Triple Entente) fighting each other. 
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The War 
 

I.  Great Britain 
a. Immediately placed a naval blockade on the Triple Alliance. 

i. U.S. trade with Triple Alliance dropped to 1% what it was before 1914. 
ii.  U.S. trade with Entente quadruples. 
iii.  U.S. loaned Entente $2 million. 
iv. American citizens purchased $2 million in British & French war bond. 

1. These are basic loans to the government until the end of the war. 
II.  Germany 

a. Retaliated with U-boat attacks. 
b. German subs sank the Lusitania in 1915. 

i. Aboard were 128 Americans. 
c. German Subs sank the Sussex in 1916. 

i. Again, Americans were killed. 
ii.  To avoid the U.S. from entering the war the German government paid the 

families of those Americans killed/injured. 
d. Germany promised to only attack military ships. 

  
III.  1917 

a. The Entente blockade was so effective a state of starvation was sweeping across 
Germany. 

b. In retaliation: 
i. German Navy opened up the sub attacks to any ship in the Atlantic that 

was not German or an ally of Germany. 
ii.  German government telegraphed their ambassador in Mexico asking for a 

Mexican alliance. 
1. Germany promised Mexico all the lands it lost to the United States 

at the conclusion of the war. 
iii.  This telegraph was stolen and published throughout newspapers across the 

United States. 
iv. April 1917, U.S. declared war against Germany. 

 
IV.  Poor Start 

a. Open U-boat attacks by the German’s have limited England’s food supply to two 
months. 

b. The newest ally, the U.S., had only 200,000 troops. 
c. The Germans were ahead in all aspects of war technology. 

i. Machine guns 
ii.  Poisonous gas 
iii.  Tanks 

d. President Wilson was forced to call for a draft with the Selective Service Act. 
i. Every American male 18 to 45 years old 

1. 370,000 African Americans were drafted. 
2. Had to serve in segregated units & were not allowed in the Marine 

Corps at all. 
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V. Trench Warfare 

a. Style: 
i. A form of warfare where both combatants have fortified positions and 

fighting lines are static.  
ii.  A slow and grueling form of defense-oriented warfare in which both sides 

constructed elaborate and heavily armed trench and dugout systems.  
iii.  The area between opposing trench lines (known as "no man's land") was 

fully exposed to small arms and artillery fire from both sides. 
b.  Weapons: 

i. Rifle, Bayonet, Shotgun, Hand Grenade, Machine Gun, Mortars, Tanks, 
Artillery, Gas, Flame Throwers, Mines, aircraft and more. 

 
VI.  Italy 

a. Left the Triple Alliance to join the Triple Entente 
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War on the Home Front 
 

I.  Mobilizing the Economy 
a. Bernard Baruch, a Wall Street stockbroker was placed in charge of the War 

Industries Board. 
i. Purpose was to adequately supply U.S. troops fighting in Europe. 

ii.  Wanted to create all American industry to work together as one single 
factory with U.S. government serving as management. 

b. Many administrations were created to assist with this purpose. 
i. Fuel Administration – How best to save fuel. 

1. Introduced daylight savings time 
ii.  Railroad Administration – How best to utilize railroads in the 

transportation of goods and troops. 
iii.  War Labor Board – How best to prevent any disruption in production. 
iv. Food Administration – How best to grow and distribute food for U.S. 

residents and troops. 
1. Promoted the growing of home gardens 
2. Promoted meatless Mondays and wheat-less Wednesdays 

 
II.  Public Opinion 

a. George Creel, a journalist and author, was placed in charge of the Committee on 
Public Information. 

i. Purpose was to “sell” the war to the American public. 
ii.  With the help of advertising people, songwriters, authors, public speakers 

and the like created:  
1. 4 minute men – people who spoke at movies & shows in support of 

the war. 
2. Advertisements illustrating Wilson’s pledge that the war is a moral 

issue. 
3. Loyalty Leagues – encourage Americans to spy on their neighbors. 

b. Espionage & Sedition Acts – made it against the law to speak against the war or 
government. 

i. Courts supported Congressional Acts as long as there was a clear and 
present danger by the action of the person charged. 

c. Anti-German sentiment was high: 
i. Schools stopped teaching German. 

ii.  Sauerkraut was renamed “liberty cabbage” 
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War Comes to a Close 
 

I.  1918 
a. With the additional American troops, called doughboys, the allies found success 

and were able to push back the last German advances. 
b. The German U-boats were addressed with the invention of the depth-charge. 
c. By November they were on German soil. 

 
II.  Armistice 

a. Germany asked for an end to all hostilities to begin at 11 o’clock on 11/11/1918. 
 

III.  Treaty of Versailles 
a. Leaders of all countries involved (27) met just outside of Paris to write the peace 

treaty ending the war. 
i. U.S., Great Britain & France dominated the sessions. 

b. Wilson arrived with his 14 Points, his plan to end the war and stop any future 
wars. 

i. This included a charter for the League of Nations 
c. The Ottoman Empire lost land in the Middle East, Austria-Hungary was split and 

Germany lost land and was forced to pay an indemnity. 
d. Treaty was agreed on and signed by July of 1919. 

 
IV.  Peace Treaty at Home 

a. President Wilson, a Democrat, took only fellow Democrats to Paris for the treaty. 
b. During his absence the Republicans in the Senate agreed upon not signing the 

Treaty of Versailles and never did. 
i. The U.S. had to agree upon and sign individual peace treaties with all the 

countries involved in WWI. 
ii.  Wilson began to make speech across the nation to gain support for his 

peace treaty.  
1. He collapsed during the 8,000 mile trip and lost his opportunity to 

have the plan approved. 
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Unit VI 
The 1920’s 
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The 1920’s 
 

I.  2nd Industrial Revolution 
a. End of WWI allowed for growth with big business. 

i. G.E., Westinghouse and Du Pont 
ii.  Top 200 corporations owned ½ of nations wealth 

b. Electricity replaced steam as a major power source. 
c. Automated machinery replaced skilled labor. 
d. Building Boom 

i. Mortgage debt: 
1. 1919 – 8 billion 
2. 1929 – 27 billion 

 
II.  The Automobile 

a. Henry Ford put other industrialization ideas to work in his factory. 
i. His use of standardized parts and the assembly line drove the price of cars 

down. 
1. 1907 … $2,100 
2. 1921 … $300 

ii.  Cars rolled off the assembly line 1 every 10 seconds  
b. General Motors became Ford’s main rival 

i. This is Cadillac & Chevrolet 
c. This invention allowed for farmers to move to the city and workers to commute to 

their jobs. 
i. 1910 … 60 cities had 100,000 people 

ii.  1920 … 68 cities 
iii.  1930 … 92 cities 

d. In 1928 & 1929 cars killed as many Americans as were killed in WWI. 
 

III.  Money 
a. After WWI, the U.S. went from a debtor nation to a creditor nation. 

i. Meaning we went from owing money to loaning money as a nation. 
ii.  This caused the foreign market for American goods to decrease. 

1. Cotton, hog and cattle prices dropped 50%  
b. Domestic markets also decreased. 

i. Automobile and tractor inventions caused a decrease in the need for farm 
animals. 

ii.  Tenant farmers had no other skill beyond farming thus they were stuck 
with little money. 
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IV.  Entertainment 
a. 1927, Charles Lindbergh made the first non-stop solo flight across the Atlantic 

Ocean. 
i. He flew in the Spirit of St. Louis 

b. Tabloid Journalism was established with the Daily News. 
c. Radio went mainstream 
d. 1914, Nickelodeons housed silent films 
e. 1927, first movie with sound was released. 

i. The Jazz Singer. 
ii.  These were called talkies. 

f. Radio and movies allowed sports to become main-stream. 
g. Advertising blew up 

i. 1929 … $3 billion was spent 
h. America produced its only form of music, JAZZ! 
 

V. Society 
a. “The Great Migration” – 1.5 million southern blacks migrated to the cities of the 

north. 
b. Immigration growth in the South West 

i. Mexicans moved into agribusiness needs. 
c. Gangsters like Al Capone became powerful and rich. 
d. The first school bus was used 
e. John Scopes, a Tennessee teacher taught evolution in the classroom was arrested. 

i. It was illegal to teach anything in schools that was not the bible. 
ii.  Major case was held in the town solely as a tourist trick. 
iii.  He was found guilty and had to pay a small fine. 

f. Fundamentalists revival in churches 
g. KKK reestablished itself after release of Birth of a Nation. 

i. Movie attacking Catholics, Jews, immigrants, birth control, Darwinism 
and supported prohibition. 

ii.  1924 … had 3 million members with Indiana having one of the largest 
populations. 

iii.  1925 … lost much of its power within the Democratic Party with the 
manslaughter conviction of a Grand Dragon, David Stephenson. 
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“Roaring” Twenties 
 

I.  Women 
a. Flapper – Short hair, drank, smoked & whore little clothing – Symbol of the times 
b. Few women were hired as professionals 
c. Women finally gained right to vote (18th Amendment) 

 
II.  On the Move 

a. African-Americans moved north for more equality 
b. Rural moved to urban as industry grew 

i. Suburbs were established 
c. Post WWI saw a drastic increase in immigration into the U.S. 

 
III.  Heroes 

a. Charles Lindbergh – 1st person to fly across the Atlantic Ocean (1927) 
b. Amelia Earhart – 1st women to fly across the Atlantic Ocean (1932) 
c. Gertrude Ederle – 1st woman to swim across the English Channel (1926) 
d. Babe Ruth – Played for the Yankees, hit a record 60 home runs in a 154 game 

season (1927) 
 

IV.  Media 
a. Movies – 1st “talkie” was The Jazz Singer (1927) 
b. Newspaper & Magazines – Populations increased; between 1923 & 1927 numbers 

doubled  
c. Radio – 1st Commercial radio station (KDKA) (1920) 

i. National networks were established 
 

V. Jazz Age 
a. Music – Jazz is the only original music to the United States; stems from African-

American music from the south. 
i. Jazz Clubs – originated … Harlem had the most 

b. Painting – Incorporated jazz spirit of freedom and often illustrated the rough 
underbelly of the nation 

c. Literature – Followed ideals of painting & music of the time. 
i. Lost Generation – group of writers that settled in Paris & voiced their 

concern of peoples dependence on possessions  
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VI.  Harlem Renaissance 
a. Harlem – Become home of American culture 

i. Langston Hughes – Poet 
ii.  Alain Locke – Writer 
iii.  Others … 

VII.  Prohibition 
a. 18th Amendment – suspended use of alcohol but created bootleggers, who 

smuggled booze, speakeasies, where illegal booze was served & organized crime, 
who made money on all this. 

i. Al Capone – Notorious Chicago gangster 
 

VIII.  Race 
a. Migration to urban areas and the North saw increase in racial divide 

i. KKK – Came back, especially in Northern states 
ii.  Riots increased 
iii.  NAACP – Women to create legal end to discrimination 
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Women in the 1920’s 
 

I.  19th Amendment 
a. Women gain the right to vote! 

 
II.  Women’s Independence: 

a. They divorced more and had smaller families. 
b. 1938 … surveys of 777 women found out: 

i. Women born between 1890 & 1900 … 74% of women were virgins until 
they were married. 

ii.  Women born after 1910 … 32% of women were virgins until they were 
married. 

c. They looked for work outside of the home 
 

III.  Flappers 
a. The term flapper referred to a "new breed" of young women  

i. Wore short skirts, bobbed their hair, listened to the new jazz music 
ii.  Were seen as brash for wearing excessive makeup, drinking, treating sex 

in a casual manner, smoking, driving automobiles and otherwise flaunting 
social and sexual norms 
 

IV.  Employment 
a. 1920, women consisted of 23% of the workforce 
b. 1930, women consisted of 27% of the workforce 
c. Women found job opportunities only in "women's professions," such as nursing, 

teaching, social work, and, within medicine, pediatrics 
 

V. Social Aspects 
a.  Margaret Sanger women who focused on providing safe, healthy birth control for 

women 
b. Increased education, first college graduates  
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Harlem Renaissance 
 

I.  What was it? 
a. Also known as the Black Literary Renaissance and the New Negro Movement, 

the Harlem Renaissance refers to the flowering of African American cultural and 
intellectual life during the 1920s and 1930s.  

b. At the time, it was known as the "New Negro Movement", named after the 1925 
anthology The New Negro. 

c. Centered in the Harlem neighborhood of New York City, the movement impacted 
urban centers throughout the United States. 
 

II.  Who was involved? 
a. Artists of all genres including: 

i. Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Bessie Smith, Duke Ellington, Cab 
Calloway and Louis Armstrong. 

ii.  Marcus Garvey created the Universal Negro Improvement Society. 
1. He urged Blacks to move back to Africa. 
2. He became a spokesman for “Negro Nationalism” 
3. He stimulated the pride of blacks in their history and heritage. 

b. Whites of New York “slummed” in Harlem at the Cotton Club. 
c. Organized Crime ran the nightclubs. 

 
III.  What was the impact? 

a. The Harlem Renaissance was successful in that it brought the Black experience 
clearly within the corpus of American cultural history.  

b. The migration of southern Blacks to the north changed the image of the African-
American from rural, undereducated peasants to one of urban, cosmopolitan 
sophistication.  

i. This new identity led to a greater social consciousness, and African-
Americans became players on the world stage, expanding intellectual and 
social contacts internationally. 

c. The progress during this period, became a point of reference from which the 
African-American community gained a spirit of self-determination that provided a 
growing sense of both Black urbanity and Black militancy as well as a foundation 
for the community to build upon for the Civil Rights struggles in the 1950s and 
1960s. 
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The Depression & New Deal 
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Stock Market Crash 
 

I.  Causes: 
a. Between 1925 and 1929 … stock sales tripled. 
b. Speculation, high risk ventures, was much more frequent. 
c. People bought stock on margin. 

i. This is when you pay 10% of the cost of a stock price and a broker loans 
you the rest of the money and holds the stock as collateral. 

II.  The Event: 
a. October 24: 

i. 13 million shares of stock were traded 
1. Causing stock value to drop which caused banks to recall their 

loans. 
2. People could not pay their loans back which caused them to place 

the stock up for sale. 
b. October 29: (Black Tuesday) 

i. 16 million shares of stock were traded 
1. Continuing the decrease in the value of stock 

a. Investors lost more than $30 million 
b. This was equal to the total wages of all Americans in 1929 

2. When banks were not repaid for their loans on stock the banks 
closed. 

a. If your money was in a bank … oh well, it was lost. 
 

III.  Example: 
 
a. Banks … For a bank to make money it must have money deposited in their bank 

to loan out to other people. When people pay back their loans, they must also pay 
interest. That interest is how banks make money. 

i. Bank A: Loans money for a variety of reasons including the purchasing of 
stocks. 

ii.  Bank B: Loans money for a variety of reasons but NOT to buy stocks. 
b. Steps of the “Crash.” 

i. “The Man” wants to buy one share of stock that costs $10. He has no 
money of his own. 

ii.  “The Man” receives a $1 loan, from Bank A, to pay for 10% of the stock. 
iii.  “The Man” has his stock broker pay the remaining 90% of the stock price. 

This is called buying stock “on margin.” 
1. The stock broker loans “The Man” this money for two reasons. 

a. He makes money on the sale. 
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b. If, at any time, “The Man” cannot repay the loan of 90%, 
the stock broker will receive the stock as collateral. 

iv. October 24, 1929: 13 million shares of stock are traded. 
v. October 29, 1929: 16 million shares of stock are traded. 

1. This caused the stock broker to ask “The Man” to repay the $9 
loaned to him. (Remember, the Stock Broker paid the remaining 
90% balance of the original stock price.) 

2. When “The Man” did not have the money, the Stock Broker seized 
the stock in an effort to sell it and regain some of the money loaned 
to “The Man.” 

vi. Bank A heard about this and asked “The Man” to repay the $1 loan. He 
could not. 

1. The bank had little or no collateral from “The Man” and thus lost 
money. 

2. “The Peoples” (Those people that had money in Bank A) heard 
about this and rushed to their bank to withdraw their money. 

a. Unfortunately Bank A loaned out a lot of the money and 
did not have it to give to “The Peoples.” 

3. This caused Bank A to go out of business. 
vii.  “The Folks” (Those people that had money in Bank B) heard what 

happened to Bank A and did not want that to happen to them. So they 
went to their bank to withdraw their money. 

1. Bank B had loaned out the money and was not able to pay all “The 
Folks” 

2. To avoid going out of business, Bank B called in their other loans 
like the one made to “Joe the Farmer.” 

a. Joe could not pay back the loan so the bank seized their 
land in order to sell it and make some money. 

b. This pushed “Joe Farmer” off the land. 
viii.  Eventually Bank B ran out of money and was forced to close. 
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Hoover’s Reaction 
 

I.  In Response: 
a. Hoover signed into law the Hawley-Smoot bill. 

i. This raised the average duty on imports from 38.5% to 55.3% 
ii.  This was to encourage Americans to buy American products because they 

would be less expensive. 
b.   Within 1 year 25 countries passed similar laws with high taxes placed on U.S. 

products. 
i. To counter act this American companies owned factories in other 

countries taking jobs with them. 
c. American farms were over planted during WWI causing an overproduction of 

crops. 
i. An excess of crops cause the income of farmers to be cut by 50% 

ii.  The Farm Board bought excess cotton and wheat and asked farmers to 
plant less. 

d. Hoover’s administration created the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 
i. They loaned money and helped companies and banks hoping the help 

would trickle down to the common man. 
e. Hoover wanted to stay away from direct federal help to the American public. 

 
II.  Efforts for Peace 

a. Hoover though war was immoral and wanted to avoid it at all costs. 
i. He abandoned any military intrusion in Latin America. 

b. Hoover also called for major naval disarmament. 
c. Germany was in a major economic depression and did not have the money to 

continue repaying their war reparations. 
i. This created two anti-democratic political parties … the communist and 

the Nazi party. 
d.  Hoover-Stimson Doctrine 

i. This was a lack of military or economic support of China after the 
Japanese invasion of Manchuria. 

ii.  It was intended to enlist world opinion against aggressor nations but 
accomplished little more than making Japan angry. 

iii.  It also illustrated the weakness of the U.S. government. 
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Depression Worsens 
 

I.  Effects 
a. Society 

i. Poverty spreads like wildfire 
1. Hoovervilles – Shanty towns names after president Hoover. 

ii.  Health issues 
1. Starvation or at least a severe loss of food. 

iii.  Family stress 
1. People moving in with each other 

iv. Discrimination increases 
1. As people competed for the few jobs available minorities were not 

hired and left “out in the cold” 
v. Hoovervilles … homeless shanty towns named after president Hoover 

b. Farmers 
i. Penny Auctions – When a farm was foreclosed on and sold at auction 

bidders would limit their bids to pennies, buy the land and equipment and 
return it to the original famer 

1. This often caused states to pass laws that limited foreclosures 
c. Teenagers  

i. Many left home for better work or a better life 
1. 250,000 were living on the rails during the 1930’s 
2. These people were called Hobo’s 

d. Political Solutions 
i. Most people trusted the government but joined political parties to apply 

pressure to the government 
1. Communist Party – 1932 had 100,000 votes 
2. Socialist Party – 1932 had 881,000 votes 

e. 1932 Election 
i. Republican … incumbent president Hoover 

ii.  Democrats … Franklin D. Roosevelt from New York 
iii.  FDR carried 42 states and won 57% of the popular vote 
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Reform, Relief, Recovery 
 

I.  The New Deal 
a. A series of quick fixes to the economic 

situation of the country. 
b. Each fix worked towards the same common 

goal: 
i. Recovery from the depression 

ii.  Reform of the economic system 
iii.  Relief for its victims 

c. 100 Days … What FDR accomplished in his 
first 100 days set a precedent all presidents are 
now judged by  
 

II.  Financial Reform 
a. Glass-Steagall Act – Prohibited banks from investing in the stock market 

i. Created the Federal Depository Insurance Company to financially back 
member banks. 

b. Securities & Exchange Commission – organization to regulate the trading of 
stocks. 

c. Deficit Spending - Allowed federal government to spend more money than it 
made in taxes. 

i. This extra money would come in the form of loans from other nations. 
 

III.  Job Relief 
a. The creation of agencies to promote the rebuilding of our 

nation as well as self-respect. 
b. Examples were: 

i. Public Works Administration, Civilian 
Conservation Corps & the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. 

c. These agencies employed thousands. 
 

IV.  Agriculture Reform 
a. Congress placed a five year moratorium on bank 

foreclosures preventing banks from taking peoples’ homes. 
b. Agriculture Adjustment Act – Congress paid farmers to not grow crops. 

i. Lower supply increased demand allowed for prices to go up. 
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c. Congress approved money to be spent on seeds and livestock for farmers 
d. Department of Agriculture paid for 190 million trees to be planted. 

i. This helped with the dangers of the Dust Bowl. 
 

V. Industrial Relief 
a. National Industrial Recovery Act – Partnership between government, business & 

labor to stop over production of products. 
i. Shortened workers hours & created a minimum wage. 
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2nd New Deal 
 

I.  Events 
a. 1934 Indian Reorganization Act (IRA) 
b. 1935 Works Progress Administration (WPA) National Labor Relations Act 

(Wagner Act) Social Security Act 
c. 1936 Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act Roosevelt is reelected 
d. 1937 United States Housing Authority (USHA) 
e. 1938 Second Agricultural Adjustment Act Fair Labor Standards Act 

 
II.  Key People 

a. Franklin Delano Roosevelt -  32nd U.S. president; reelected in 1936; brought 
Second New Deal programs and policy through Congress  

b. Huey P. Long - Louisiana senator who criticized New Deal for not doing enough 
to help American people; was assassinated before he could seriously challenge 
Roosevelt 

c. Father Charles Coughlin - Catholic priest in Michigan and outspoken New Deal 
critic; blamed Crash of 1929 on wealthy financiers and Jews; wanted federal 
government to take over entire banking system  

d. Alfred M. Landon - Kansas governor who ran against FDR on anti–New Deal 
Republican ticket in election of 1936  
 

III.  2nd New Deal 
a. Legislation that Roosevelt and Congress passed between 1935 and 1938 
b. Strikingly different from the First New Deal in certain ways.  

i. Legislation relied more heavily on the Keynesian style of deficit spending 
than the First New Deal did.  

ii.  Social Securities Act – to assist the elderly and create state unemployment 
taxes. 

iii.  National Labor Relations Board – private meeting were allowed to be held 
in factories if unions were wanted. 

1. Craft Union – where all members had the same skill 
2. Industry Union – where all members did the same thing 

c. Roosevelt altered his policy making in part because of complaints from critics and 
in part because, by 1935,  

i. Americans still needed federal relief assistance.  
ii.  Roosevelt aimed almost half of the Second New Deal programs at long-

term reform. 
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Impact of New Deal 
 

I.  Society 
a. Both divorces and both decreased 
b. Child labor laws limited the amounts of kids in the working force 

i. Thus increasing high school attendance 
c. Women’s wages rose 

 
II.  Minorities 

a. No civil rights laws were included in the New Deal 
b. FDR did not challenge Jim Crow in the south 
c. Some New Deal programs would not hire African Americans 

i. Those that did segregated the work forces by skin color  
d. FDR did appoint more African Americans to government positions than any 

president before him 
e. Lynching and mob violence did increase during the 1930’s 

 
III.  Pop Culture 

a. Literature and art was more reflective of the times than during the 1920’s 
b. There was some art that escaped the difficulty of the times 

i. Gone With the Wind was written  
c.  “Talkies” or movies with sound became more popular during the 1930’s 
d. Coast to coast radio programs were the TV. sitcoms of the day 
e. Arts programs were funded by Congress until WWII began and employment 

increased. 
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Unit VIII 
World War II 
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Japan and their Empire 
 
-Again … Japan served as an ally to the U.S. during 
WWI. As the war ended Japan seized many foreign 
markets abandoned by Europeans thus allowing their 
economy to grow. 
-During the 1920’s the Japanese economy slowed 
causing layoffs, strikes and political discontent. 
-Nationalistic ideals grew … and the need for a 
democracy ended. 
 

I. The Manchurian Incident 
a. 1931 … A Japanese army in Manchuria accused the Chinese military of trying to 

attack a railway station and seized several towns despite the Japanese government 
telling it not to. 

b. 1932 … Japanese military seized all of Manchuria. 
i. Made it the independent state of Manchukuo. 

ii.  Installed the last emperor of the Manchurian Dynasty. 
iii.  Said the state was under Japanese protection. 
iv. Sent 1 million farmers, entrepreneurs and soldiers to establish this a 

Japanese colony 
c. The world protested with little effect. 
d. This placed the Japanese military ahead of the Japanese democratically elected 

government. 
II.  War Against China 

a. 1937 … Japan resumed its invasion of China seizing Beijing and Tianjin. 
b. Nanjing … Japanese soldiers raped and killed 100,000 men, women and children. 
c. The world protested with little effect. 

i. England and the U.S.S.R. sent supplies and arms to help the Chinese 
d. The Japanese military would control the cities and the Chinese guerilla fighters 

would control the countryside. 
III.  Beyond China 

a. 1940 … As the war in Europe distracted many, the Japanese prime minister 
established a Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. 

i. Used this as an excuse to continue invasions of countries to gain raw 
materials and land. 

b. September 1940 … Japan allied itself with Germany and Italy 
c. April 1941 … Japan signed a neutrality pact with the U.S.S.R. 
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Rise of Dictators 
 
As the depression of the United States became a worldwide economic disaster some European 
leaders used it as a tool to gain absolute control of their nations, to become dictators! 

- Dictator – A person ruling absolutely and often brutally and oppressively. 
- Totalitarian – A government that exerts total control over a nation. 
- Fascism – A government that emphasizes the importance of the nation or an ethnic 

group and the supreme authority of its leader. 
 

I. Joseph Stalin 
a. Joseph Stalin assumed power of the U.S.S.R. after the death of Lenin. 
b. Economics 

i. Industry – Stalin forced thousands of peasants to work camps and 
construction projects that built industrial centers for oil, iron, steel and 
coal. 

1. His constant “support” of these industries took money and basic 
goods away from people causing a drastic drop in the Soviet 
standard of living. 

ii.  Agriculture – Stalin forced peasants to combine small farms into large 
collective farms owned and run by the state. 

1. Resistant farmers were forced off their land or sent to work camps. 
2.  Production of agriculture decreased drastically causing severe 

starvation killing millions; other farmers moved to cities causing 
overcrowding. 

iii.  The U.S.S.R. became a modern industrial power. 
c.  Reign of Terror 

i. Stalin conducted purges where he removed political enemies or 
undesirable people in an effort to “purify” the Communist Party. 

1. Seven million people were arrested with one million killed, the 
remaining prisoners were sent to work camps. 

2. This eliminated any potential competition to Stalin’s rule. 
 

II.  Benito Mussolini 
a. Using the outcome of WWI Mussolini organized people and created the Fascist 

Party. 
b. Il Duce  

i. “The Leader” as he called himself, organized other disgruntled WWI Vets, 
opponents to the Italian King, Socialists and anarchists. 

1. They became known as the “Blackshirts” because of the way they 
dressed. 

2. They overpowered anyone who opposed their group. 
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c. Economics 
i. Strikes and riots had plagued Italy since WWI and Mussolini promised to 

halt them. 
1. To accomplish this, the fascists cancelled elections, outlawed 

political parties and created a dictatorship. 
ii.  The Italian economy did improve 

d. Conquest 
i. Italy invades Ethiopia in 1935 using poison gas and a large war machine. 

ii.  By 1936, Ethiopia was in Italian hands.  
 

III.  Adolf Hitler 
a. Using the outcome of WWI and the Treaty of Versailles Hitler rose to power with 

the creation of the Nazi Party. 
b. Nazi’s 

i. In 1919 Hitler joined a small political party known as the National 
Socialist Party, or Nazi Party. 

1. The Nazi Party was forged by Hitler fanatical ideas about German 
national and ethnic superiority. 

ii.  By 1923 Hitler was head of the Nazi Party and tried to overthrown the 
German Government. 

1. It was put down and Hitler was sent to prison for 5 years (he 
served only 9 months) 

a. This is where Hitler wrote Mein Kampf or My Struggle 
where he called for an expansion of German borders and to 
purify the “Aryan Race.” 

c. Economics 
i.  Inflation of the 1920’s and Depression of the 1930’s empowered the 

German people to look to their political leaders for help. 
ii.  The Nazi Party promised to: 

1. Stabilize the country 
2. Rebuild the economy 
3. Restore the empire lost 

iii.  The Nazi Party won the 1932 election with Hitler coming in 2nd for 
president. 

1. President von Hindenburg made Hitler Chancellor effectively 
making him in charge of the German Government 

d. Reign of Terror 
i. Hitler immediately suspended freedom of speech and press 

ii.  Nazi Brownshirts silenced all those who opposed Hitler and the Nazi Party 
iii.  In 1932 the Reichstag building burned down allowing Hitler to suspend 

the German legislative body. 
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1. Hitler blamed the Communists and convinced the Parliament to 
give him Dictatorial powers. 

iv. In 1934 von Hindenburg died making Hitler both president and chancellor. 
1. Hitler gave himself the title – Der Fuhrer or the Leader! 

e. Germany Rearms 
i. Despite rules against it the German government began to rebuild its 

military. 
ii.  Unemployed workers were hired to improve the German infrastructure. 

1. Unemployment feel to zero percent 
iii.  By 1935 Hitler sent military into the Rhineland, the western part of 

Germany, despite rules against that. 
iv. By 1936 Hitler signed an alliance with Mussolini of Italy (later joined by 

Japan) creating the Axis Powers 
f. Germany Expands 

i. By 1938 Hitler pressured Austria to join in a union with Germany. When 
the Austrian chancellor refused Germany invaded. 

1. When France and England protested Hitler told them this was a 
German issue and they had no concerns. 

ii.  Later in 1938 Hitler went after the Sudetenland, an industrial region of 
Czechoslovakia with a large German population. 

1. Again France and England objected and met with Hitler and 
Mussolini. 

2. The practice the policy of Appeasement or giving in to the 
competition in hopes they will stop their aggressive posture. 

3. They agreed to give Germany what they wanted with no input 
from Czechoslovakia. 

 

IV.  Francisco Franco 
a. 1936 Spain held is last democratic elections under the old rule. 

i. Numerous political parties strived for power with assassinations, riots and 
strikes becoming common place. 

b. The Liberal parties united and went on to victory but were quickly rebelled 
against by the Spanish military and its leader Francisco Franco. 

i. Supporters of the Liberal government were called Republicans and 
supported by the U.S.S.R. as well as 40,000 foreign troops from around 
the world. 

ii.  Supporters of the military were called the Nationalists and were supported 
by Germany and Italy. 

c. In 1937 the German Condor Legion destroyed a northern Spanish town on behalf 
of Franco. 

d. By 1939 Madrid was seized by the Nationalist and Franco ruled the country until 
1975 
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Europe Goes to War 
 
-March 1939 – Hitler invades the remainder of Czechoslovakia and divides it amongst his allies. 
-April 1939 – Mussolini invade Albania, a country just north of Greece. 
-March 1939 – England agrees to support Poland if Germany invades. 
 

I. Non-Aggression Pact 
a. Learning from the mistakes of WWI, Hitler did not want to fight a two front war. 
b. Germany and the U.S.S.R. entered into a 10 year non- aggression pact agreeing to 

not invade or fight each other or the allies of each other. 
i. The pact agreed to divide the countries of Eastern Europe between 

Germany and the U.S.S.R. 
ii.  Hitler always knew this was just a delaying tactic before he would invade 

the U.S.S.R. 
 

II.  Blitzkrieg 
a. Hitler’s “lightning war” into Poland beginning on September 1, 1939. 

i. A concentrated heavy attack with ground and air support taking the enemy 
by surprise. 

b. Poland was captured in less than a month. 
c. The U.S.S.R. joined the attack and took eastern Poland. 
d. The British and French did nothing fearing great losses. 

 
III.  War in the West 

a. For the next few months each country fortified its military. 
i. The French worked on the Maginot Line, a concrete bunker that divided 

France and Germany. 
ii.  The British raised an army and continued training. 
iii.  The Germans moved forces around getting ready to attack. 

b. April 1940 – Germany attacks Denmark and Norway 
c. May 1940 – Germany attacks the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg 

defeated all within three weeks. 
d. Mid-May 1940 – Germany side steps the Maginot Line and invades North West 

France splitting the French and British army’s stationed there. 
i. The British and French troops to the north retreated to the town of 

Dunkirk where over a 9 day period to save 340,000 troops. 
 
 
 
 



66 | P a g e  T h i s  i s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o p e r t y  o f  T o m  B e a r d 
 

e. June 1940 – The French government left Paris. 
i. Italy declared war on France and Britain. 

ii.  Germany would control 3/5 of France including the entire Atlantic coast. 
iii.  The collaborating French government would control the remaining 2/5. 
iv. A resistance movement grew throughout France to resist the German 

occupation as often as possible. 
 

IV.  Battle of Britain 
a. Hitler’s next conquest was 20 miles away, across the English Channel. 
b. August of 1940 – Germany launched the largest air assault of all time. 

i. For 2 months, 1,000 planes a day would drop bombs on England 
c. Late August German bombers accidently dropped their bombs on London, two 

days later the British Bomber Berlin. 
i. This changed the rules of war. 

d. Hitler ordered London to be bombed daily (until May 1941). 
i. Firebombs – Chemical and explosive mix causing the building to catch 

fire. 
ii.  V-2 rockets were fired into London. 

e. British Royal Air Force fought bravely against their outnumbered opponent. 
i. Pilots often flew 6 or 7 flights a day. 

ii.  Flew planes that were often shot to pieces. 
iii.  Flew between fast German fighters to reach the German bombers. 
iv. Churchill, the British Prime Minister said of the RAF, “Never has so much 

been owed by so many to so few.” 
f. By February 1940 the British has cracked the German code for top secret 

missions. 
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U.S. at War - Europe 
 

I.  Battle of Atlantic: 
a. Needed to create safe trade routes across Atlantic 
b. Sent ships in large convoys  
c. Germans countered with “Wolf Packs” which were German convoys of U-boats 
d. Germans attack merchant ships within sight of the U.S. coast 
e. Eventually technology was created to fight and stop U-boat effectiveness 

 
II.  North Africa Campaign: 

a. 1940, British troops successfully fight Italian troops in Egypt 
b. 1941, Hitler sends Rommel, The Desert Fox, and additional troops who defeat the 

British & push towards the Middle East 
c. 1942, British fight back & push the Germans to the west … American troops land 

in Morocco and Algiers and fight to the east. 
d. Germans defeated American troops at Kasserine Pass 
e. 1943, American troops fight back and capture 240,000 troops despite being told 

by Hitler to fight to the death. 
f. FDR & Churchill meet and will accept only an unconditional surrender of the 

Axis Powers. 
 

III.  Invasion of Italy 
a. 1943, US & British forces led by Patton, invade & capture Sicily 
b. Italians lose faith in Mussolini and have him arrested (later freed by Hitler) 
c. Fascist Party is disbanded 
d. September 1943, Allies were about to capture Rome … Government there 

surrendered … new government declared war on Germany 
e. German troops in Northern Italy created a puppet state placing Mussolini in 

charge. 
f. Allies fought a stiff German defense at the town of Cassino … by 1944 (May) 

allied troops seized Rome and worked towards the north. 
g. 1945, Northern Italy surrendered 
h. Mussolini tried to escape towards Germany 

i. Captured by Italians … shot, stoned and dragged around Rome until 
nothing was left 
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D - Day 
 

I.  Operation Overlord – Ally plan for invasion of Europe 
 

II.  Germans: 
a. German leadership believed the attack would come at Calais, France. 
b. General Rommel, German leader in charge of the protection of the French Coast, 

believed the attack would come at Normandy. 
i. Believed the weather was too poor for an attack, he left the coast and went 

inland to see his family. 
 

III.  The Attack: 
a. June 5th: The original attack date was postponed due to bad weather. 
b. June 6th: D-Day 

i. Battleships bombed targets along 60 miles of French coastline. 
ii.  Bombers hit coastline and inland targets. 
iii.  More than 200,000 paratroopers dropped in behind enemy lines 
iv. Invasion boats full of soldiers raced towards French coast. 

1. Causing many men to become sea sick. 
v. Beaches: 

1. Utah – little resistance; Allies seized targets easily 
2. Omaha – severe resistance; many causalities 
3. Juno – 
4. Gold – 
5. Sword – British beach; severe resistance 

 
IV.  Then What: 

a. Hitler was slow in ordering reserves into combat 
b. Hedge groves throughout coastal France made fighting almost hand to hand and 

house to house. 
c. June 12th … Germans launched V-1 & V-2 rockets towards England. 
d. By August 1st the German were being chased towards Germany 
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The Rest of Europe 
 

I. The Soviet Union 
a. Hitler wanted “breathing room” 

and raw materials for the German 
people 

i. Seized lands in Romania 
ii.  Wanted farmland in the 

Ukraine 
b. June 1941, Battle of Britain was 

lost so Hitler looked to the East. 
c. Operation Barbarossa – German 

invasion of U.S.S.R. 
i. Blitzkrieg 

ii.  By August the Germans 
were just outside of 
Moscow. 

d. U.S. provided limited aid 
e. Stalin asked the allies to attack 

Germany to create a 2-front war. 
i. This would take stress 

away from the Russians 
ii.  Stalin asked that Russian citizens practice the policy of “scorched earth” 

which is the destruction of everything by a retreated army 
f. 1942, Germans focused effort on Stalingrad … it was an industrial and railroad 

center. 
g. Russians resisted & with the aid of the Russian winter stopped the German 

advance. 
i. German soldiers were not allowed to retreat so they surrendered. 

h. This was the end of the German advance and could be called the turning point of 
the war in Europe. 
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U.S. at War – Pacific 
 

I.  Pearl Harbor: 
a. December 7, 1941 … Japanese secret attack on American naval forces 

 
II.  Philippines Fall 

a. 11,000 Americans & Filipino forces captured 
b. 76,000 American & Filipino citizens captured 
c. Bataan Death March 

i. Captured people were forced to march 60 miles to a railroad junction and 
another 8 miles to a camp. 

1. At least 10,000 people died during this 10 to 12 day forced march 
2. 15,000 more died while at the camps 

 
III.  The War at Sea 

a. Coral Sea 
i. As the Japanese were close to Australia, American Naval forces met them 

in the Coral Sea 
ii.  5 day battle destroyed 2 American Carriers and damaged or destroyed 3 

Japanese ones 
iii.  Battle was a draw but did prevent the Japanese from invading Australia 

b. Midway 
i. 100% an air battle 

ii.  U.S. broke Japanese code 
iii.  Turning point of war in the pacific 

c. Guadalcanal 
i. U.S. used the Battle of Midway as a push to be on the offensive 

ii.  Goal was to capture airfield on Guadalcanal 
iii.  11,000 Marines v 2,200 Japanese plus reinforcements 
iv. By Feb 1943 the Japanese left the island to the Americans 

d. “Island Hopping” 
i. U.S. forces use Guadalcanal and Australia as launching point to attack 

Japanese held islands 
ii.  U.S. jumped from island to island pushing Japanese forces back 
iii.  By the end of 1944 we were bombing Japan 
iv. Summer of 1944 we took back the Philippines  
v. The Japanese begin the use of Kamikazes, or suicide planes 

e. Iwo Jima & Okinawa 
i. These were the bloodiest battles of the 

war in the Pacific 
 

IV.  Roosevelt Dies 
a. April 1945 
b. Harry Truman becomes president 
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Holocaust 
 

I.  The Holocaust also known as The Shoah  
a. A term generally used to describe the genocide of approximately six million 

European Jews during World War II 
b. a program of systematic state-sponsored extermination by Nazi Germany, under 

Adolf Hitler, its allies, and his collaborators 
 

II.  The persecution and genocide were carried out in stages 
a. November 1938, Jewish minor assassinated Nazi German diplomat  

a. This was used by the Nazis to begin the transition from legal repression to 
large-scale outright violence against Jewish Germans 

b. Legislation to remove Jews from society was enacted years before the outbreak of 
World War II  

c. Concentration camps were established in which inmates were used as slave labor 
until they died of exhaustion or disease 

d. Where the Third Reich conquered new territory in Eastern Europe, specialized 
units called Einsatzgruppen murdered Jews and political opponents in mass 
shootings 

e. The Final Solution 
a. First experimental vans, equipped with gas cylinders and a sealed trunk 

compartment, were used to kill mental care clients 
b. Then vans holding up to 100 people were used in a similar way yet the gas 

did not come from a cylinder but directly from the engine's exhaust 
c. During 1942, in addition to Auschwitz, five other camps were designated 

as extermination camps for the carrying out of the death plan 
f. Jews and were crammed into ghettos before being transported by freight train to 

extermination camps 
a.  If they survived the journey, the majority of them were killed in gas 

chambers 
g. The Holocaust intensified after the Nazis occupied Lithuania, where close to 80 

percent of Lithuanian Jews were exterminated before the end of the year 
 

III.  Jewish Resistance 
a. The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of January 1943, when thousands of poorly armed 

Jewish fighters held the SS at bay for four weeks 
a. They killed several hundred Germans before being crushed by 

overwhelmingly superior forces  
b. In the Treblinka extermination camp in May 1943 about 200 inmates escaped 

from the camp after overpowering the guards 
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c. In September, there was a short-lived uprising in the Vilnius ghetto 
d. In October, 600 Jewish and Russian prisoners attempted an escape at the Sobibór 

death camp 
a. About 60 survived and joined the Soviet partisans 

e. On October 7, 1944, the Jewish Sonderkommandos at Auschwitz staged an 
uprising 

a. Female prisoners had smuggled in explosives from a weapons factory, and 
Crematorium IV was partly destroyed by an explosion 

b. The prisoners then attempted a mass escape 
c. All 250 were killed soon after 

 
IV.  Experimentation 

a. Freezing / Hypothermia, Genetics, Infectious Diseases, Interrogation and Torture, 
Killing / Genocide, High Altitude, Pharmacological, Sterilization, Surgery, 
Traumatic Injuries 
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Japanese Holocaust 
 

I.  1930’s & 1940’s 
a. By the late 1930s, the rise of militarism in Japan created  similarities between the 

Japanese military culture and that of Nazi Germany's  
b. Japan also had a military secret police force 

 
II.  War Crimes 

a. Between 1937 and 1945, the Japanese military murdered from nearly 3,000,000 to 
over 10,000,000 people,  

b. Special Japanese military units conducted experiments on civilians and POWs in 
China  

i. One of the most infamous was Unit 731 
ii.  Victims were subjected to vivisection without anesthesia, amputations, 

and were used to test biological weapons 
c. Chemical weapons were used in China  
d. Millions of civilians in south-east Asia died during a preventable famine  
e. Japanese imperial forces employed widespread use of torture on prisoners, usually 

in an effort to gather military intelligence quickly 
f. Japanese personnel in many parts of Asia and the Pacific committed acts of 

cannibalism against Allied prisoners of war 
g. “Comfort women” are women in Japanese military brothels in occupied countries 

 
III.  Post War 

a. Many officers were set free in exchange for information learned during the torture 
b. The Japanese government considers that the legal and moral positions in regard to 

war crimes are separate 
i. Maintaining that Japan violated no international law, Japanese 

governments have officially recognized the suffering which the Japanese 
military caused, and numerous apologies have been issued by the Japanese 
government. 
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The Atomic Bomb 
 

I.  Manhattan Project 
a. The creation of the 1st atomic weapon in the world 

 
i. Potential ends to WWII 

1. Invade Japan 
2. Naval blockade and constant bombing 
3. Soften Allie demands for surrender 
4. Demonstration of the new weapon 

ii.  The Bombs 
1. Little Boy - Hiroshima 
2. Fat Man - Nagasaki 

iii.  Targets 
1. They are larger than three miles in 

diameter and are important targets in 
a large urban area.  

2. The blast would create effective 
damage.  

3. They are unlikely to be attacked by 
August 1945. "Any small and strictly 
military objective should be located in 
a much larger area subject to blast damage in order to avoid undue 
risks of the weapon being lost due to bad placing of the bomb.  

II.  August 6, 1945  
i. Atomic Bomb dropped on Hiroshima 

ii.  Dropped by the “Enola Gay” 
iii.  Destroyed 60% of the city 

III.  August 9, 1945 
i. Atomic Bomb dropped on Nagasaki 

ii.  More damage than first bomb 
iii.  200,000 Japanese killed in these two attacks. 

IV.  September 2, 1945 
a. Japan Surrenders on the USS Missouri 
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War on the Home Front 
 

I.  Production 
a. Within weeks of Pearl Harbor there were limits on the production of metal objects 

i. No Bicycles, beer cans, refrigerators, toothpaste tubes & 300 more objects 
b. Automobile manufactures were ordered to now make tanks 
c. U.S. production doubled and equaled more than Japan, Germany and Italy 

combined 
d. Office of Scientific and Development – established to mobilize scientist for 

inventions 
i. Developed DDT, the bazooka & radar 

e.  War increased employment and pay 
f. Office of Price Administration – established to control prices and inflation during 

the war 
g. More than 20 other items were rationed including: 

i. Sugar, meat, butter, gas, coffee, fuel oil & shoes 
 

II.  Social Change 
a. As many men went off to fight the war women were needed to work in factories 

i. These women became known as Rosie the Riveter 
ii.  To help Congress funded child care 
iii.  These women lost their jobs when the war was over and the men came 

home 
b. Japanese Americans on the west coast were round up and sent to Internment 

Camps 
i. Often they had less than 48 hours to pack up, sell their possessions or lose 

them 
ii.  Korematsu v US was a Supreme Court case that argued the legally of this 

action 
1. It was determined that during times of war it was ok to violate 

Americans rights 
c. Post war saw large amounts of people move to where the jobs were 

i. Many people had issues with the new people that moved into their towns 
ii.  African Americans were specifically targeted as intruders to new areas 
iii.  FDR established the Fair Employment Practices Commission to help 

African Americans and all Americans find employment 
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The United Nations 
 

I.  WWI 
a. As World War I, the War to end all Wars came to an end the allies wanted to 

create an organization that would prevent a World War from happening again. 
i. President Wilson came to Versailles with the idea of a League of Nations. 

1. This league would have representatives from the civilized nations 
of the world who would talk through issues instead of fighting 

II.  WWII 
a. As World War II came to an end it was obvious the League of Nations was a 

failure. 
b. P.M. Churchill and President Roosevelt used the term United Nations in the 1942 

Declaration of United Nations which unified all the allied countries under the 
Atlantic Charter. 

c. 1945 in San Francisco … Representatives from 50 different nation’s drafter the 
Charter for the United Nations.  

i. Security Council – created five permanent nations: United States, France, 
U.S.S.R., Republic of China & United Kingdom 

d. January 1946, first General Assembly took place in London. 
 

III.  United Nations Today 
a. Purpose: “To facilitate cooperation in international law, international security, 

economic development, social progress, human rights and achieving world 
peace.” 

b. Currently 192 member nations 
c. Body is divided into: 

i. General Assembly – main assembly 
ii.  Security Council – makes decisions for peace & security 
iii.  Economic & Social Council – promotes economic and social cooperation 

& development 
iv. Secretariat – provides studies, information and facilities needed by U.N. 
v. International Court of Justice – primary judicial organ 

d. Additional U.N. agencies include: 
i. World Health Organization 

ii.  United Nations Children’s Fund 
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IV.   What Has the U.N. Done? 
a. Successes: 

i. Help in the creation of Israel 
ii.  Send peace keepers throughout the world 
iii.  Negotiated 172 peace treaties 
iv. Provider of aid 

b. Setbacks: 
i. Disproportionate division of power of developing countries 

ii.  Bloated bureaucracy 
iii.  Too much flash, not enough substance 
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Unit IX 
The Cold War 
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Postwar Globe 
 

I.  Postwar Goals 
a. United States – Fought the war to spread democracy; to open new economic 

markets. 
b. U.S.S.R. – To rebuild its nation while protecting its own interest. 

i. Satellite Nations – Countries that had to follow Soviet Rule; Along the 
Western border of U.S.S.R.  … to create a “buffer” 

ii.  Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Finland, 
Yugoslavia & East Germany 

 
II.  Iron Curtain 

a. The Buffer States that separated Europe from U.S.S.R. 
b. Cold War – The unofficial battle between the United States and the Soviet Union 

for power and influence in the world. 
 

III.  Containment & Support 
a. The United States wanted to contain the spreading of Communism. 

i. Truman Doctrine – When the government of the U.S. took over the British 
role of economic support for democracy in Greece and Turkey. 

1. Congress approved $400 million for the countries 
2. U.S. established military bases in each country 

ii.  Marshall Plan – Established to help the war torn countries of Europe to 
rebuild and their economies to restart 

1. from 1928 to 1952 Congress approved $13 billion to 17 European 
countries in the forms of grants and loans 

2. Western Europe was quickly back on its feet and the U.S. had 
strong trading partners in the region 

b. Berlin Airlift 
i. 1948, Great Britain, France and the United States combined their districts 

of Germany and Berlin into united areas and the new country of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

1. Berlin was in the Soviet occupied area 
ii.  In response the Soviet Union formed the German Democratic Republic 

with the area they controlled. 
1. The build a wall surrounding the western part of Berlin and closed 

all trading routes from West Berlin to West Germany. 
iii.  Truman wanted to avoid war … he had supplies flown into Berlin in what 

became known as the Berlin Airlift 
1. 200,000 flights with 13,000 tons of supplies  being delivered daily 

iv. By 1949 the Soviet Union stopped the trading blockade but allowed the 
wall to become permanent.   
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N.A.T.O. & the Warsaw Pact 
  

I.  NATO 
a. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization was established in 1949 

i. A treaty agreeing that an attack on one member nation was an attack on 
all. 

ii.  It was during this time President Truman informed Congress of the Soviet 
possession of an atomic bomb.  

b. NATO currently has 28 member nations whose purpose is to consult, defend, 
mange a crisis and create economic partnerships of all nations, members of not. 

c. For more information visit www.nato.int.  
 

II.  Warsaw Pact 
a.  This was the Soviet reaction to NATO 
b. The Warsaw Pact was established in 1955 

i. A treaty agreeing that an attack on one member nation was an attack on 
all. 

c. It was a military-treaty organization initiated and sponsored by the Soviet Union 
d. Ceased to exist in 1990. 

 
III.  Arms Race 

a. This describes a competition between the United States and the Soviet Union for 
real or apparent military supremacy. Each competed to produce larger numbers of 
weapons, greater armies, or superior military technology 

b. The creation of NATO and the Warsaw Pact was the beginning of the Arms Race. 
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Asia 
 

I.  China 
a. Civil war in China pitted the Communist against the Nationalists 

i. Communists were led by Mao Zedong 
ii.  Nationalist were supported by the U.S. and were led by Chiang Kai-shek 

b. Japanese occupation of China allowed for serious growth of the Communist in the 
Chinese countryside.  

i. The Nationalist stuck to the cities. 
c. Mao & the Communist surrounded the cities and forced Chiang and the 

Nationalist to conform of leave China 
d. The Nationalist left mainland China and settled in Taiwan 

i. The U.S. Acknowledged the government in Taiwan as the official 
government of China 

ii.  In protest the Soviet Union walked out of the UN Security Council  
 

II.  Korea 
a. 1950, Communist Chinese backed North Korea invaded South Korea. 
b. Within a month the UN asked member nations to support South Korea and help 

stop the spread of communism. 
i. U.S. came to the support of South Korea and McArthur was placed in 

charge. 
ii.  McArthur and Truman publicly argued on how to handle this “police 

action” and McArthur was removed from his position of power. 
c. 1953, a cease-fire was agreed upon and Korea was left divided 

 
III.  Vietnam 

a. First troops sent as advisors in 1959, as French troops were leaving 
b. Gulf of Tonkin – 2 U.S. warships are fired on by North Vietnamese torpedo boats 

i. Actually U.S. ships were assisting with S. Vietnamese spy mission 
ii.  This story was just some yellow journalism 
iii.  Congress gave president power to do what he saw fit in Vietnam 

c. February, 1965 – Viet Cong attack U.S. military base 
i. Johnson escalates U.S. involvement 

ii.  N. Vietnamese troops were now coming into S. Vietnam to fight 
d. U.S. military out gunned the north but did not outsmart them 

i. Style of warfare was wrong for the region and enemy 
ii.  U.S. forces used defoliants like Agent Orange to destroy Vietnamese 

jungle 
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e. Tet Offensive 
i. Attack took place on TET, a Vietnamese lunar new year and normal cease 

fire time 
ii.  January 1968, VC and N. Vietnamese forces attacked major U.S. basses 

throughout S. Vietnam 
iii.  Forces were pushed back but politically the U.S. never recovered 

f. March 1968, President Johnson stopped bombings of N. Vietnam & asked for a 
peace conference 

g. Five years later the war was over 
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Latin America 
 

I.  Monroe Doctrine 
a. United States policy which said that further efforts by European governments to 

colonize land or interfere with states in the Americas would be viewed by the 
United States of America as acts of aggression requiring US intervention. 

b. Fear of communism replaced fear of monarchies 
 

II.  Central America 
a. Concept of Democracy had taken hold as evident by the creation of unions and 

social movements. 
i. Communism could use this as a way to “get into” these countries 

b. This created a fear with US government and industry as potential US interest in 
Central America could be undermined. 
 

III.  Reaction by the United States 
a. The U.S. redefined the Monroe Doctrine to outlaw communism in the western 

hemisphere. 
b. The U.S. sought to strengthen groups favorable to the United States even if they 

were not committed to democracy. 
c. While emphasizing the need for "collective action" against "communism," the 

U.S. reserved the right to intervene alone ("unilaterally").  
 

IV.  U.S. Involvement 
a. In April of 1948, the Act of  Bogota commits the signatory countries to a Charter 

for the Organization of American States. 
i. A resolution was passed that shows the intent of the U.S. to make the OAS 

an anti-communist alliance. 
b. The U.S. labor movement , the AFL-CIO received funds from the State 

Department and established the American Institute for Free Labor Development.  
i. The purpose of this last organization was to develop American styled trade 

unions that would limited their demands to wages and working conditions. 
c. In 1954, we conspired with a man named Castillo Armas to overthrow the 

democratically-elected government of Jacobo Arbenz in Guatemala. 
 

V. Latin American Reaction 
a. The military governments of Rojas Pinilla in Colombia, Perez Jimenez in 

Venezuela, and Manuel Odria in Peru signaled a growing opposition to U.S. 
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b. The next American supported dictatorship to fall was that of Fulgencio Batista in 
Cuba in January of 1959.  

i. This brought Fidel Castro to power and was the most significant event in 
the Cold War era for Latin America. 

ii.  Later, a modest sugar trade agreement with Russia led to the termination 
of the sugar quota with the U.S. 

iii.  Castro took the fateful step of declaring himself a socialist. He sought to 
protect the revolution by building a close relationship with the U.S.S.R. 

 
VI.   US Response 

a. Thomas Mann was the new minister of Latin Affairs for President Kennedy.  
b. Mann Created what was later called the Mann Doctrine.  

i. This rejected the idea of giving a cold shoulder to military or non-
democratic regimes.  

ii.  Mann believed the U.S. should have good relations with the governments 
of Latin America as long as: 

1. they allowed U.S. to invest on a non-discriminatory basis    
2. as long as they opposed the Soviet Union. 

c.  In 1965, the Mann Doctrine was used to prevent the bringing back to power of 
the democratically-elected government of Juan Bosch in the Dominican Republic. 

d. With the election of Nixon in 1968, the ideas initiated by Mann were carried 
further 

i. From 1964 until 1990, all countries in Latin America experienced military 
rule except four (Mexico, Colombia, Venezuela, and Costa Rica). 

ii.  Nixon carried out an active program of destabilization in Chile where, in 
1970, the socialist government of Salvador Allende was ELECTED into 
office. 

e. The election of Ronald Reagan signaled an even more active commitment to the 
same strategy. 

i. The 1982 invasion of Grenada, under the pretense that the Cubans were 
building an airport there so they could gain a foothold on Grenada. 

ii.  In Nicaragua, Reagan brought together and financed the Contras 
(counterrevolutionaries) against the Sandinista government of Nicaragua. 

iii.  In El Salvador, the civil war that raged there was defined by Reagan as a 
war financed by Nicaragua acting as a surrogate for Cuba. 
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VII.  Today 
a. By the mid-1980's, the cold war was winding down in Latin America.  
b. The military had sanitized Latin American countries by destroying any significant 

forces of the Left.  
c. Militarism had made Latin America safe once again for foreign investment and 

for the neoliberal policies of the post-Cold War era that stressed reductions in 
social services, austerity, privatization, foreign investment, etc. 
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The Cuban Missile Crisis 
 

I.  The Crisis: 
a. The Cuban Missile Crisis was a confrontation between the United States, the 

Soviet Union, and Cuba in the early 1960s during the Cold War.  
b. The United States feared the Soviet expansion of communism or socialism, but 

for a Latin American country to ally openly with the USSR was regarded as 
unacceptable. 
 

II.  American Reaction: 
a. In late 1961, Kennedy engaged Operation Mongoose, a series of covert operations 

against Castro's government.  
c. In February 1962, the United States launched an economic embargo against Cuba. 
d. The United States also considered covert action.  

 
IV.  Cuban Reaction: 

a. In September 1962, the Cuban government saw significant evidence that the U.S. 
would invade. 

b. Castro and Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev agreed to secretly place strategic 
nuclear missiles in Cuba.  
 

V. 13 Days: 
a. On October 14, United States reconnaissance (U-

2 spy plane) saw missile bases being built in 
Cuba.  

i. Five potential American solutions to 
these missiles: 

1. Do nothing.  
2. Use diplomatic pressure to get the 

Soviet Union to remove the 
missiles.  

3. An air attack on the missiles.  
4. A full military invasion.  
5. The naval blockade of Cuba, 

which was redefined as a more 
restrictive quarantine.  

b. Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara was 
convinced that the missiles would not affect the 
strategic balance. 
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i. The US already had 5,000 strategic warheads, while the Soviet Union only 
had 300. 

c. A naval blockade, although considered an act of war, was put into effect. 
i. This initially was to involve a naval blockade against offensive weapons 

within the framework of the Organization of American States 
d. Secret Negotiations: 

i. A representative with ABC News met with a representative of the Soviet 
government. 

1. The soviets wanted to find a diplomatic solution to the problem. 
2. During discussions an American U-2 plane was shot down by the 

Cuban military. 
e. The crisis ended two weeks later on October 28, 1962. 

i. When Kennedy and the United Nations Secretary-General U Thant 
reached an agreement with the Soviets to dismantle the missiles in Cuba in 
exchange for a no-invasion agreement and the removal of American 
missiles from Turkey. 
 

VI.  Outcome: 
a. Kennedy ordered intensified surveillance, and cited cooperation from the foreign 

ministers of the Organization of American States (OAS).  
b. Kennedy "directed the Armed Forces to prepare for any eventualities. 
c. This spurred the creation of the Moscow-Washington hot line, a direct 

communications link between Moscow and Washington D.C 
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Cold War at Home 
 

I.    Policy 
a. Truman established the Federal Employee Loyalty Program to be sure no 

Communists were working for the federal government. 
b. Congress created the HUAC … House Un-American Activities Committee to 

investigate communist activities of Americans. 
i. Hollywood Ten – Hollywood was a target of HUAC who asked many 

actors, writers and directors to answer questions. 
ii.  10 people refused and were sent to jail 
iii.  Hollywood studios created a blacklist of people who should not be hired 

because of their political beliefs. 
c. The Senate passed the McCarran-Walter Act which placed a quota system on 

immigrants coming from communist dominated parts of the world. 
i. Truman vetoed it but Congress passed the bill anyways. 

 
II.  Spy Cases 

a. Alger Hiss was a State Department official and was accused by Whittaker 
Chambers, a Time Magazine editor, of being a communist in the 1930’s. 

i. Hiss sued Chambers; Chambers declared Hiss a Soviet spy. 
ii.  Hiss was eventually charged with lying to a Federal grand jury and sent to 

prison for 4 years. 
b. Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, a married couple, were accused of giving atomic 

secrets to the Soviets. 
i. They were both tried, found guilty and put to death. 

c. Post Cold War documents prove both Julius Rosenberg and Alger Hiss were 
Soviet spies but it appears Ethel was not and should not have been put to death. 
 

III.    Economy 
a. Job rates increased 
b. Women & minorities were in the work force in much greater numbers 

i. Despite being paid much less for the same jobs 
c. Inflation was up 
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Joseph McCarthy 
 

I.  Communist Threat 
a. Post WWII saw a growth of communism around the world 

i. 1948 … Soviets blockaded West Berlin 
ii.  1949 … Mao and the communist won the Chinese Revolution 
iii.  1949 … Soviets had an atomic bomb 
iv. 1950 … North Korea invaded South Korea 

 

II.   Joseph McCarthy 
a. A first term Republican Senator from Wisconsin who wanted more political clout 
b. He took advantage of the potential threat of communism to the American way of 

life 
i. Made a speech Wheeling West Virginia claiming he knew of 205 people 

in the U.S. government that were communist 
ii.  He had no facts to support this claim 

c. President Truman was a Democrat thus empowering the Republicans in Congress 
to support McCarthy’s claims 

 

III.  Conformity 
a. As communism became a threat, conformity became a virtue many Americans 

lived to aspire to. 
b. Anybody with beliefs that were not the norm was looked at as being communist. 

i. These people were not hired for jobs 
ii.  They were blacklisted 

 

IV.  1952 Election 
a. With his attack on the Democrats many more Republicans won seats in Congress 

i. Eisenhower, a Republican, became president 
ii.  Congress was under control of the Republicans 

b. McCarthy was made chair of the Subcommittee on Investigations 
i. He continued his search for communists in the government 

ii.  He never found any but did ruin many careers 
c. McCarthy contributed to creating a Red Scare across the United States 

 

V. Senate Hearings 
a. For the first time McCarthy’s search for communist was broadcast on national 

television. 
b. He was beginning to accuse members of the military and the Republican Party 

itself of being communists. 
i. Still he found no communists 

ii.  Now he offended most Americans 
c. He was censured by the senate for false accusations 
d. He died of alcoholism in 1957 
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N. A. S. A. 
 

I.  NASA Creation 
a. NASA was established by the National Aeronautics and Space Act on July 29, 

1958 
b. An agency of the United States government responsible for the nation's public 

space program 
 

II.  Kennedy 
a. Was elected in 1960 
b. Increased funding to NASA 
c. Challenged NASA to send a man to the moon and bring him home safely before 

the end of the decade 
 

III.  Milestones 
a. May, 1961, Alan Shepard became the first American in space when he piloted 

Freedom 7 on a 15-minute suborbital flight 
b. February 1962, John Glenn became the first American to orbit the Earth during 

the five and a quarter-hour flight of Friendship 7  
c. NASA's Mariner 2 was the first space probe to visit another planet, Venus, in 

1962 
d. Apollo 11 

i. The first manned mission to land on the Moon. Launched on July 16, 
1969, it carried Mission Commander Neil Alden Armstrong, Command 
Module Pilot Michael Collins, and Lunar Module Pilot Buzz Aldrin 

ii.  On July 20, Armstrong and Aldrin became the first humans to land on the 
Moon, while Collins orbited above 
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e. Skylab was the first space station the United States launched into orbit 
f. The first to launch, Columbia, did so on April 12, 1981 

 
IV.  Disasters 

a. Apollo 1 ended tragically when all the astronauts inside died due to fire in the 
command module during an experimental simulation 

b. Challenger disaster occurred on January 28, 1986,  
i. Challenger broke apart 73 seconds into its flight, leading to the deaths of 

its seven crew members. The spacecraft disintegrated over the Atlantic 
Ocean, off the coast of central Florida 

ii.  Including Christie McCulliff a teacher who won a competition to go into 
space. 

c. Columbia disaster happened in February, 2003 
i. Columbia disintegrated over Texas 

ii.  All seven crew members were killed 
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U.S.S.R. in Space 
 

I.  Firsts 
a. First satellite, Sputnik, is launched 
b. 1957: First animal into space 
c. 1959: First manmade object to pass near the Moon 
d. 1959: First probe to impact Moon 
e. 1960: First probe launched to Mars 
f. 1961: First probe launched to Venus 
g. 1961: First person in space and Earth orbit, Yuri Gagarin 
h. 1963: First woman in space, Valentina Tereshkova 
i. 1965: First EVA 
j. 1966: First probe to make soft landing and transmit from the Moon 
k. 1966: First probe in lunar orbit 
l. 1969: First docking between two manned craft in Earth orbit 
m. 1970: First data received from the surface of another plant (Venus) 
n. 1971: First space station 
o. 1971: First probe to reach surface of Mars 
p. 1984: First female EVA 
q. 1986: First permanently manned space station 
 

II.  Failures 
a. 1961: First cosmonaut publically acknowledged as killed 
b. Four lunar unmanned rockets explode shortly after launch 
c. 1975: First manned launch abort 
d. 1980: Vostok rocket explodes on launch pad killing 48 people 
e. 1983: Soyuz rocket explodes on pad but cosmonauts are ejected and live 
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Unit X 
1950’s & 1960’s 
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The Straight Road 
 

I.  Business & Labor 
a. During the 1950’s, 3,000 companies merged with the top 500 corporations. 

i. Top 100 corporations controlled more than 30% of industrial production. 
ii.  Some had annual budgets larger than small companies. 

b. The AFL and CIO merged increasing the power of organized labor. 
i. They used this power to demand higher wages, longer vacations and better 

working conditions.  
c. Farmers did not grow with the rest of America. 

i. Their share of the national income dropped from 9% to 4%. 
ii.  Their per capita income was $632 a year compared to the rest of 

America’s $1,629. 
d. Much of America’s prosperity was due to credit. 

i. People borrowed more to buy more. 
ii.  This put more and more Americans into debt. 
iii.  Women became wives and mothers at a quicker pace. 

e. The workforce changed: 
i. Women left the workforce and went home. 

ii.  Servicemen went to college and took white collar jobs. 
iii.  Blue collars jobs increased as industry increased. 

f. Fast food restaurants began … 
i. Ray Kroc purchased the name McDonalds and sold franchises. 

 
II.  Technology 

a. Television – became the norm of home entertainment 
i. In 1955 the average American family watched TV 4 to 5 hours a day. 

ii.  3 major networks were created and sold advertisements. 
b. Computer – The invention of the transistor and larger computation devices 

allowed computer to enter the workforce. 
i. The term debugging was introduced. 

c. Nuclear – The development of the atomic bomb resulted in using that power for 
the creation of electricity. 

i. 1954, Navy developed first nuclear powered submarine. 
ii.  1957, first nuclear power plant was put on-line. 

d. Medicine –  
i. 1954 … a cure for polio was found. 

ii.  1950’s … the development of antibiotics during the war allowed for more 
success against bacteria 

iii.  A new era of surgical advances against heart defects and heart surgery. 
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III.   Suburbs & Highways 
a. The increase of wealth during the 1950’s caused some additional changes in the 

American way of life. 
i. People moved from the cities to the suburbs. 

1. This created groups of similar people. 
2. Often this led to discrimination. 

b. GI Bill allowed servicemen coming home to have low interest loans. 
i. Mortgages 

ii.  Education 
c. Highways originally built to move military around the nation. 

i. Businesses moved from the cities out to the suburbs 
ii.   Sub-divisions were created 
iii.  Gas stations popped up  
iv. Advertisements popped up as well 

 
IV.   Comfort & Security 

a. For security reasons people settled into a life of conformity. 
i. Better economy allowed young adults to stay in school and thus a higher 

level of education of America happened. 
ii.  Renewed interest in religion 

b. Women and men had established roles before the war that they made their way 
back to. 
 

V. Challenges to Conformity 
a. Many women did not want to go back to those traditional roles. 

i. 1950 … 24% of married women worked. 
ii.  1960 … 41% of married women worked. 

b. Some young adults also challenged these traditional roles. 
i. Elvis and his style of rock and roll hit the hearts of these kids. 

ii.  Beatniks promoted the spontaneity. 
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Election of 1960 
 

I.  Kennedy v Nixon 
a. John F. Kennedy, an Irish Catholic Democrat from Massachusetts 
b. Richard M. Nixon, a Republican from California 

II.  Debates 
a. The key turning point of the campaign were the four Kennedy-Nixon debates 

i. They were the first presidential debates held on television 
ii.   Nixon insisted on campaigning until just a few hours before the first 

debate started 
1. He had not completely recovered from his hospital stay and thus 

looked pale, sickly, underweight, and tired  
2. He also refused makeup for the first debate, and as a result his 

beard stubble showed prominently on the era's black-and-white TV 
screens 

b. Kennedy rested before the first debate and appeared tanned, confident, and 
relaxed during the debate 

III.  Victory 
a. Kennedy was the victor 
b. Became the youngest elected president of the United States at 43 

 
IV.  Foreign Policy Challenges 

a. Wanted to continue the policy of communist containment 
b. Bay of Pigs … April, 1961: A group of Cuban exiles, with training and help from 

the CIA, invaded Cuba in an attempt to start a revolution and overthrow Castro. 
i. U.S. Navy was to lend support but Kennedy cancelled that. 

c. Peace Corps … 1961: Aid of money and education through American volunteers 
willing to travel to third world nations 

d. Berlin Wall … June 1961: The puppet state of East Germany was established by 
the Soviets. 

i. U.S. refusal to acknowledge as an actual nation was one of the reason for 
the Berlin Wall to be built. 

e. Cuban Missile Crisis … June, 1962: Kennedy announced to the world that the 
Soviets had placed nuclear tipped missiles on the island of Cuba 

i. Kennedy order a naval blockade of the island 
ii.  Through backdoor channels an agreement was reached to remove the 

missiles from Cuba in exchange for never invading the island. 
f. Problems with communism in Southeast Asia begun 
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Civil Rights 
 

I.  Brown v Board 
a. 1898 the Supreme Court established the policy of separate but equal 
b. 1954, the Supreme Court ended separate but equal with the Brown v Board 

decision 
c. Court did not give a date to input this new policy leaving that to the states 

 

II.  Marin Luther King, Jr. 
a. 26 year old new minister who preached in Montgomery, Alabama as he was 

working on his doctoral thesis 
b. Co-founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference  
c. Won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 

 

III.  Rosa Parks 
a. Montgomery, Alabama bus rules say African Americans must sit in the back of 

the bus and when all the seats are filled, they must give up their seat for a white 
person. 

b. Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat and was arrested 
c. King organized a bus boycott for the day of her trial 
d. Parks was found guilty and forced to pay a $10 fine 
e. King was arrested for organizing an illegal boycott 

 

IV.  Brown v Board II 
a. Court ordered the desegregation of schools across the United States 
b. Governor of Arkansas refused to allow African American students into the public, 

all white school 
c. President Eisenhower sent in federal troops to allow these students in and to keep 

order 
 

V. March for Freedom 
a. 1965 … King organized a voter registration drive for Selma, Alabama 
b. County Sheriff deputized people and ordered attacks on African Americans trying 

to register to vote 
i. They used cattle rods, dogs, hoses 

c. In reaction King organized a march from Selma to the state capitol of 
Montgomery. 

i. This march was covered by the national press and introduced the issues of 
the Jim Crow south to all Americans. 
 

VI.  March on Washington 
a. 1963 … 100th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation 
b. 200,000 people marched on Washington, D.C. 
c. King gave his “I Have a Dream” speech from the footsteps of the Lincoln 

Memorial 
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JFK’s Assassination 
 

I.  Assassination 
a. The assassination of John F. Kennedy, the thirty-fifth President of the United 

States, took place on Friday, November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas 
b. Kennedy was fatally wounded by gunfire while riding with his wife Jacqueline in 

Presidential motorcade 
c. When the Presidential limousine turned and passed the Depository and continued 

down Elm Street, shots were fired at Kennedy; a clear majority of witnesses 
recalled hearing three shots 
 

II.  Investigation 
a. The ten-month investigation of the Warren Commission of 1963–1964, the United 

States House Select Committee on Assassinations and other government 
investigations concluded that the President was assassinated by Lee Harvey 
Oswald 

i. Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald on national television 
b. This conclusion was initially met with support among the American public, but 

polls conducted from 1966 on show as many as 80% of the American public hold 
beliefs contrary to these findings 
 

III.  Continued Debate 
a. The assassination is still the subject of widespread debate and has spawned 

numerous conspiracy theories and alternative scenarios 
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Social Revolution 
 

I.  Black Power 
a. Some people felt MLK was not going far enough 
b. Stokely Carmichael created the SNCC and introduced the 

phrase “Black Power”  
i. This represented pride & leadership 

ii.  Empowered many African Americans to research 
their African heritage and to wear afro’s 

c. Riots in Harlem, Philadelphia & Chicago illustrated the issues 
of the time. 
 

II.  Student Protest 
a. Protest against the Vietnam war & the draft started to happen 

i. People burned their draft cards 
b. More than 170,000 became conscientious objectors and refused to fight 
c. More than 500,000 did not report when drafted ... many heading out of the 

country 
i. 3,000 went to jail 

d. 1968 ... students seized building at Columbia 
University 

i. They were upset with a weapons research 
lab on campus 

e. 1970 ... Kent State students protesting Nixon’s 
announced invasion of Cambodia were fired upon 
by the National Guard. 

i. 4 people were killed and 10 wounded 
f. 1970 ... Jackson States students were protesting and 

were fired upon by police. 
i. 2 people were killed and 9 wounded 

g. Many students began their “search for the meaning of life” 
 

III.  Experimentation 
a. Young people began their experimentation with drugs 
b. Sex with multiple partners became an ok thing to do with young Americans 
c. Many people moved into communes & helped to create a counter culture 
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IV.  Woodstock 
a. 1969 ... the icon of this time period was a three day concert in upstate New York  
b. Thirty-two of the best-known musicians of the day appeared during the 

sometimes rainy weekend in front of nearly half a million concertgoers. 
c. The weekend had become an incredible unification of youth. 

 

                                                                
V. NOW 

a. National Organization for Women was created 
b. 1972 ... Congress passed the ERA but it failed to reach the required number of 

approved states to be made law 
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1968 
 

I.  April 4 th 
a. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee 

i. This started riots in more than 150 cities across the United States 
ii.  Officially assassinated by James Earl Ray 

1. Ray denied shooting King 
2. King’s own family do not believe Ray committed the crime 

 
II.  June 5th 

a. Presidential candidate Robert Kennedy just claimed victory in the California 
primary as he ran for president of the United States 

i. He was assassinated by Sirhan Sirhan 
ii.  Sirhan was upset with Kennedy for his support of Israel 

 
III.  August 

a. Democratic National Convention was held in Chicago 
b. Protestors gathered outside convention center 
c. Mayor told police to “shoot to kill” any arsonist and “shoot to maim” looters. 
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Richard Nixon & His Accomplishments 
 

I.  Richard Millhouse Nixon – Republican from California 
a. Member of House from 1947 -1950 
b. Member of Senate from 1950 - 1952 
c. Vice-president from 1953-1961 
d. President from 1969-1974 

 

II.  Accomplishments 
a. Ended the draft 
b. Established anti-crime laws 
c. Addressed the economic concerns of the nation 

i. Put a 90 day freeze on prices and wages 
ii.  Placed a 10% duty on all imports 

d. Environmental program 
e. Establishing economic relations with China 
f. S.A.L.T. 1 

i. Placed limitations of nuclear weapon production in the U.S. and the 
U.S.S.R. 

ii.  Placed a ban on biological warfare 
g. Ended the war in Vietnam 

i. Cease fire signed in 1973 
h. Fostered peace treaty between Israel and Egypt 

i. Supplied Israel with $2 million in military supplies 
i. Resounding re-election in 1972 

i. Won 61% of the popular vote 
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Richard Nixon & His Failures 
 

I.  Failures 
a. Watergate cover-up 

i. CREEP – committee to re-elect the president 
1. Received $50 million (some illegally) to do so  
2. Hired people to break into Democratic National Headquarters to 

bug offices 
ii.  Nixon was forced to hand over tape recording from the Oval Office 

proving he knew about the cover-up 
1. Nixon first refused and was forced by the U.S. Supreme Court to 

hand them over 
2. There was 18 minutes of tape that had been erased 

b. Vice-President Spiro Agnew had to resign 
i. Agnew had received bribes when he was governor of Maryland 

ii.  Replaced with Gerald Ford 
c. Pentagon Papers being released 

i. These were proof that the Department of Defense was misleading the 
American public about the situation in Vietnam. 

ii.  These became a rallying cry to again get the troops out of southeast Asia 
d. His resignation – The only president to ever do so 

i. August, 1974 
ii.  Before he could be impeached 
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Ford & Carter 
 

I.  Ford took over for Nixon 1974 
a. Pardoned Nixon for his indiscretions 
b. Started working on his re-election campaign for 1976 

i. Resisted a strong challenge from Ronal Reagan for the Republican 
nomination 

c. Accomplished little with his time in the White House 
 

II.  Jimmy Carter  
a. 1976 Election 

i. Won the Democratic nomination as the governor of Georgia 
1. He was originally a Peanut Farmer 

 
b. As President: 

i. Domestic Policy 
1. Created the Department of Energy 

a. Pushed for the use of solar and coal power 
b. Urged Americans to use less energy 

2. Did not allow Pork Barrel Legislation 
ii.  Foreign Policy 

1. “Fought” against countries that practiced human rights violations 
a. U.S.S.R. – invading Afghanistan so US boycotted 1980 

Olympics in Moscow 
2. Camp David Accords – Peace treaty between Israel & Egypt 
3. Supported Shah in Iran before he was overthrown in 1979 

a. Religious Zealot, Ayatollah Khomeini took over and 
ordered the U.S. embassy to be taken hostage 

b. Carter made a military attempt to free the hostages but the 
attempt failed 

c. Iran released hostages when new President was inaugurated 
in June of 1981 
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Conservative Shift  
 

I.  Election of 1980 
a. Republican … Ronald Reagan from California 
b. Democrat …Incumbent Jimmy Carter from Georgia 
c. Reagan carried 44 states and won almost 51% of the popular vote 
d. Republicans took control of the Senate for the first time in 22 years 

 
II.  Reagan’s Domestic Policy 

a. Supply-Side Economics – government provided tax breaks to wealthy and big 
business in hopes of promoting investment 

b. Cut government spending, except on military 
i. Strategic Defense Initiative – “Star Wars” a missile defense system that 

would protect the U.S. from any missile attacks 
ii.  Spent more than $1 trillion on new weapons and training 

c. Appointed first woman to the U.S. Supreme Court 
i. Sandra Day O’Connor 

 
III.  Reagan’s Foreign Policy 

a. No longer was containment of communism the plan of the U.S. government, the 
time was now to end communism 

b. Central America 
i. Supported El Salvadorian government who was fighting against 

communist threats 
ii.  Supported Contra rebels who fought against the communist led 

government in Nicaragua 
iii.  1983 … Sent Marines into Grenada to rescue American students from 

Cuban soldiers and newly established military government 
c. Middle East 

i. 1982 … Sent Marines to Lebanon on a peace keeping mission 
1. Terrorist attack (car bomb) killed 241 marines 

ii.  Sold arms to Iran in exchange for money and the freeing of hostages 
1. This money was sent to the Contra rebels 
2. Both these actions were against national policy and law 

 

IV.   Election of 1984 
a. Republican … Ronald Reagan ran for re-election 
b. Democrat … Walter Mondale from Minnesota 

i. His VP candidate was a woman for the first time in American History 
ii.  Geraldine Ferrara 

c. Reagan won in a landslide 
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Conservatives Continue 
 

I.  Election of 1988 
a. Republican incumbent vice-president George Bush, Sr. from Maine 
b. Democrat … Michael Dukakis from Massachusetts 
c. Bush won 40 states and 53% of the popular vote 

 
II.  Bush’s Domestic Policies 

a. Made a campaign promise to not raise taxes but the economy forced him to go 
back on that promise 

b. He had promised to help education and the environment but the growing deficit 
and economy would not allow him to accomplish much 
 

III.  Bush’s Foreign Policies 
a. Under Bush’s years as president 

i. Soviet Union collapsed 
ii.  Soviet satellite nations conducted free elections 
iii.  East & West Germany were reunited 

b. Went after Panama’s leader, Noriega, when he was indicted for drug trafficking 
by a grand jury. 

c. Persian Gulf War (’91) 
i. August 1990 Iraq invades Kuwait 

1. Kuwait is said to have been once part of Iraq 
ii.  Troops are sent to Saudi Arabia to prevent further Iraqi aggression 
iii.  U.N. and 25 additional nations lend support to Desert Shield to protect 

region. 
iv. January 1991, Deseret Storm begins 

1. More than 2000 air sorties into Iraq devastating the infrastructure 
of the country 

v. Iraq fires scud missiles into Israel in an attempt to provoke them into the 
battle 

vi. February 23, 1991 ground forces enter Kuwait & Iraq 
1. Within 100 hours Iraq surrenders and Kuwait is free 
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Election of 1992 
 

I.  Election Participants 
a. Democrat …. Bill Clinton former governor of Arkansas 
b. Independent … Ross Perot from Texas 
c. Republican … Incumbent president George Bush, Sr. 

 
II.  The Campaign 

a. Democrat … Bill Clinton was accused of being a draft dodger and having used 
Marijuana (although he said he never inhaled) 

b. Independent … Ross Perot had no political experience and focused his campaign 
on the business side of running a nation 

c. Republican … George Bush has an approval rating of close to 90% after the 
Persian Gulf War but saw those numbers decrease as the American economy 
dipped just before the election 

i. As President Bush also had to go back on his promise of no new taxes 
angering many Republicans 

III.  The Results 
a. Bill Clinton won 370 electoral votes and 43% of the popular vote 
b. Ross Perot won 0 electoral votes and 19% of the popular vote 
c. George Bush won 168 electoral votes and 37% of the popular vote 
d. This was the first election since 1950that the winner did not win a majority of the 

popular vote 
 

IV.  Bill Clinton as President 
a. During the administration of William Jefferson Clinton, the U.S. enjoyed more 

peace and economic well being than at any time in its history.  
i. He was the first Democratic president since Franklin D. Roosevelt to win 

a second term.  
ii.  He could point to the lowest unemployment rate in modern times, the 

lowest inflation in 30 years, the highest home ownership in the country's 
history, dropping crime rates in many places, and reduced welfare rolls.  

iii.  He proposed the first balanced budget in decades and achieved a budget 
surplus.  

b. After the failure in his second year of a huge program of health care reform, 
Clinton shifted emphasis, declaring "the era of big government is over."  

i. He sought legislation to upgrade education, to protect jobs of parents who 
must care for sick children, to restrict handgun sales, and to strengthen 
environmental rules. 
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Election of 2000 
 

I.  Elections Participants 
a. Democrat … Al Gore, incumbent Vice-President 
b. Republican … George Bush, Jr., Governor of Texas 

 

II.  The Campaign 
a. Democrat … Al Gore suffered a bit due to Clinton impeachment. He focused 

instead on the economy & environment. 
b. Republican … George Bush was accused as being inexperienced but rallied on the 

support of the average man. 
i. Bush criticized Clinton administration policies in Somalia and in the 

Balkans  
ii.  Bush said, "I don't think our troops ought to be used for what's called 

nation-building," 
 

III.  The Results 
a. Al Gore won 266 electoral votes and 48.4% of the popular vote 
b. George Bush won 271 electoral votes and 47.9% of the popular vote  
c. Florida, whose governor was Jeb Bush, has 25 electoral votes and went for 

George Bush 
i. Gore asked for a recount in 4 Florida counties 

ii.  Florida Sec of State Katherine Harris (R) gave a deadline of November 
14th for this recount to take place 

iii.  The Florida Supreme Court extended that to November 26 but that was 
rescinded by the U.S. Supreme Court 

iv. The counties could not or did not recount their ballots by hand by either 
deadline and George Bush was declared the winner by 537 votes 

v. Gore protested and the Florida Supreme Court ordered a recount of 70,000 
votes that voting machines had rejected. 

vi. The U.S. Supreme Court declared this act unconstitutional and the Florida 
vote was official 

vii.  Gore acknowledged Bush as the winner in Florida and thus the next 
President of the United States 

 

IV.  George Bush as President 
a. He worked to extend freedom, opportunity, and security at home and abroad.  
b. His first initiative as President was the No Child Left Behind Act 
c. He cut taxes for every federal income taxpayer, which helped set off an 

unprecedented 52 straight months of job creation 
d. He modernized Medicare  
e. He established the Department of Homeland Security 
f. He approved American forces entering Afghanistan & Iraq 
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September 11th  
 

I.  Events 
a. A series of coordinated suicide attacks by Al-Qaeda upon the United States on 

September 11, 2001 
b. 19 Al-Qaeda terrorists hijacked four commercial passenger jet airliners and 

intentionally crashed them into: 
i. The Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New York City  

ii.  The Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia 
iii.  The fourth plane crashed into a field near Shanksville  

c. In total 2,974 victims and the 19 hijackers died in the attacks 
 

II.  Effects 
a. Congressional approval of the Patriot Act 

i. Creating the Department of Homeland Security 
ii.  Civil liberties groups have criticized the Patriot Act, saying that it allowed 

law enforcement to invade the privacy of citizens  
b. The Bush Administration also invoked 9/11 as the reason to initiate a secret 

National Security Agency operation, to eavesdrop on telephone and e-mail 
communications between the United States and people overseas without a warrant 

c. Congressional extension of time allowing President to control invasion of 
Afghanistan 

d. Short term economic collapse 
e. Rise in Hate Crimes against anyone who appeared Muslim or from the “Middle-

East” 
f. 9/11 commission was formed to look into cause of attacks 

i. Commission found:  
1. Its primary conclusion was that the failures of the U.S. Central 

Intelligence Agency and Federal Bureau of Investigation permitted 
the terrorist attacks to occur 

2. The report concluded that the fireproofing on the Twin Towers' 
steel infrastructures was blown off by the initial impact of the 
planes and that, if this had not occurred, the towers would likely 
have remained standing 

3. Iraq had nothing to do with the 9/11 attacks 
 

III.  Timeline 
a. 8:45 a.m.: A hijacked passenger jet, American Airlines Flight 11 out of Boston, 

Massachusetts, crashes into the north tower of the World Trade Center, tearing a 
gaping hole in the building and setting it afire.  
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b. 9:03 a.m.: A second hijacked airliner, United Airlines Flight 175 from Boston, 
crashes into the south tower of the World Trade Center and explodes. Both 
buildings are burning.  

c. 9:17 a.m.: The Federal Aviation Administration shuts down all New York City 
area airports.  

d. 9:21 a.m.: The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey orders all bridges and 
tunnels in the New York area closed.  

e. 9:30 a.m.: President Bush, speaking in Sarasota, Florida, says the country has 
suffered an "apparent terrorist attack."  

f. 9:40 a.m.: The FAA halts all flight operations at U.S. airports, the first time in 
U.S. history that air traffic nationwide has been halted.  

g. 9:43 a.m.: American Airlines Flight 77 crashes into the Pentagon, sending up a 
huge plume of smoke. Evacuation begins immediately.  

h. 10:05 a.m.: The south tower of the World Trade Center collapses, plummeting 
into the streets below. A massive cloud of dust and debris forms and slowly drifts 
away from the building.  

i. 10:10 a.m.: A portion of the Pentagon collapses.  
j. 10:10 a.m.: United Airlines Flight 93, also hijacked, crashes in Somerset County, 

Pennsylvania, southeast of Pittsburgh.  
k. 10:24 a.m.: The FAA reports that all inbound transatlantic aircraft flying into the 

United States are being diverted to Canada.  
l. 10:28 a.m.: The World Trade Center's north tower collapses from the top down as 

if it were being peeled apart, releasing a tremendous cloud of debris and smoke.  
m. 11:18 a.m.: American Airlines reports it has lost two aircraft. American Flight 11 

and Flight 7.  
n. 11:26 a.m.: United Airlines reports that United Flight 93, en route from Newark, 

New Jersey, to San Francisco, California, has crashed in Pennsylvania.  
o. 11:59 a.m.: United Airlines confirms that Flight 175, from Boston to Los Angeles, 

has crashed with 56 passengers and nine crew members aboard. It hit the World 
Trade Center's south tower.  

p. 1:27 p.m.: A state of emergency is declared by the city of Washington.  
q. 1:48 p.m.: Bush leaves Barksdale Air Force Base aboard Air Force One and flies 

to an Air Force base in Nebraska.  
r. 3:55 p.m.: Giuliani now says the number of critically injured in New York City is 

up to 200 with 2,100 total injuries reported.  
s. 4 p.m.: CNN National Security Correspondent David Ensor reports that U.S. 

officials say there are "good indications" that Saudi militant Osama bin Laden, 
suspected of coordinating the bombings of two U.S. embassies in 1998, is 
involved in the attacks, based on "new and specific" information developed since 
the attacks.   
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t. 4:10 p.m.: Building 7 of the World Trade Center complex is reported on fire.  
u. 4:30 p.m.: The president leaves Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska aboard Air 

Force One to return to Washington.  
v. 5:20 p.m.: The 47-story Building 7 of the World Trade Center complex collapses. 

The evacuated building is damaged when the twin towers across the street 
collapse earlier in the day. Other nearby buildings in the area remains ablaze.  

w. 6:54 p.m.: Bush arrives back at the White House aboard Marine One  
x. 7:45 p.m.: The New York Police Department says that at least 78 officers are 

missing. The city also says that as many as half of the first 400 firefighters on the 
scene were killed.  

y. 8:30 p.m.: President Bush addresses the nation 
z. 10:49 p.m.: CNN Congressional Correspondent Jonathan Karl reports that 

Attorney General Ashcroft told members of Congress that there were three to five 
hijackers on each plane armed only with knives.  

aa. 10:56 p.m.: CNN's Zahn reports that New York City police believe there are 
people alive in buildings near the World Trade Center.  
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Afghanistan 
 

I.  Soviets 
a. The Soviet war in Afghanistan was a nine-year conflict involving the Marxist 

People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) government against the 
Islamist mujahideen resistance. 

i. PDPA was supported by the Soviet Union & India 
ii.  The mujahideen was supported by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia & the United 

States 
1. Including Osama bin Laden 

b. The Soviets invaded in December of 1979 
c. The mujahideen became resistance fighters trying to cause high economic and 

human causalities on the enemy 
i. This would cause unrest at home of invading country and hopefully apply 

pressure to have the occupation/war end 
d.  In 1988, the governments of Pakistan and Afghanistan, with the United States 

and Soviet Union serving as guarantors, signed an agreement settling the major 
differences between them known as the Geneva Accords 
 

II.  Taliban 
a. The 1989 to 1992 phase of the civil war in Afghanistan began after the Soviets 

withdrew from Afghanistan, leaving the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan to 
fend for itself against the Mujahideen 

i. After several years of fighting, the government fell in 1992 
b. This allowed the Taliban to seize control of Afghanistan 
c. Taliban: 

i. Institutes strict, ant-modern philosophy 
ii.  No politics but a theocracy 
iii.  Women were prohibited from working; from wearing clothing regarded as 

"stimulating and attractive,"; from taking a taxi without a "close male 
relative"; washing clothes in streams; or having their measurements taken 
by tailors 

iv. Movie theaters were closed and music was banned.  
v. Hundreds of cultural artifacts that were deemed polytheistic were 

destroyed 
vi. At the Kabul zoo most animals were killed or left to starve 

d. They were defeated and removed by American forces in 2001. 
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III.  United States 
a. The stated aim of the invasion was to: 

i. Find the whereabouts of Osama bin Laden and other high-ranking al-
Qaeda members  

ii.  To destroy the whole organization of al-Qaeda 
iii.  To remove the Taliban regime which supported and gave safe harbor to al-

Qaeda 
b. The “war” has two fronts/missions: 

i. Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) is a United States combat operation 
involving some coalition partners and currently operating primarily in the 
eastern and southern parts of the country along the Pakistan border. 

ii.  International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), which was established by 
the UN Security Council at the end of December 2001 to secure Kabul and 
the surrounding areas 

c. Today the “war” continues with more than 65,000 troops supported the 
democratically elected government of Afghanistan 
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Iraq 
 

I.  Persian Gulf War 1991 
a. The Persian Gulf War (August 1990 – February 1991) was a military conflict 

initiated by a coalition force from 34 nations between Iraq and the coalition 
i.  Its purpose was the expelling Iraqi forces from Kuwait after Iraq's 

occupation and annexation of Kuwait in August 1990 
b. Desert Shield 

i. The defensive support of Saudi Arabia to prevent continued Iraqi invasion 
of area 

ii.  Consisted of more than 100,000 bombing raids into Kuwait & Iraq 
c. Desert Storm 

i. The coalition invasion of Kuwait and Iraq 
ii.  Lasted less than 100 hours 

d. Iraq left Kuwait 
i. Iraq has “No fly” zones in the northern and southern regions of the nation 

ii.  Retreating Iraqi military set Kuwaiti oil fields on fire 
 

II.  War in Iraq 
a. The Iraq War (March 2003 – today) is an ongoing military campaign a 

multinational force led by troops from the United States and the United Kingdom 
i. Its purpose was to rid the Iraqi people of the leadership of Saddam 

Hussein and to rid the world of WWD’s 
b. Saddam was removed from power, captured and turned over to Iraqi forces 

i. He was sentenced to death for his crimes as leader 
c. No weapons of mass destruction have ever been found in Iraq 
d. Insurgents have become the resistance fighters to the American and supporting 

military as well as to the elected Iraqi government 
e. More than 1,000,000 people have been killed 

i. Including more than 4,600 coalition forces 
f. Troops are suppose to be removed from Iraq by August 2010 

i. Some troops will remain to protect American embassy  
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Election of 2008 
 

I.  Election Participants 
a. Democrats … Barack Obama, Junior Senator from Illinois 
b. Republicans … John McCain, Senior Senator from Arizona 

 
II.  Campaign 

a. Democrats … Obama had a tough fight with Hilary Clinton to win nomination.  
i. Obama focused his energy on McCain being more of the same and Bush 

had become very unpopular 
ii.  Obama was all about “Change” 

b. Republicans …McCain focused his energy on the recent successes in Iraq, his 
experience in Washington and his ability to go against his own party when he felt 
it was required. 

i. McCain nominated Sarah Palin as his running mate. She was the current 
governor of Alaska. 

c. Debates: 
i. 3 presidential and 1 vice-presidential debates were held 

d. The campaign say more than $1 billion dollars spent 
 

III.  Results 
a. Barack Obama won 365 electoral votes and 53% of the popular vote 
b. John McCain won 173 electoral votes and 46% of the popular vote 

 
IV.  Barack Obama as President 

a. 1st non-white president in the history of the United States 
i. Although his mother was white 

b. Too early to tell … 
 
 
 
 
 
 


